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EBON. 


JOURNAL OF MR, DOANE, JANUARY 4, TO 
marcu 10, 1858. 


Ir will be remembered that Messrs. Doane 
and Pierson, with their wives, were left at 
Ebon, (Covel’s Island,) by the Morning Star, 
in December, 1857. Embracing an opportu- 
nity to send by way of Honolulu, Mr. Doane 


* has forwarded extracts from his journal. 


In a brief letter sent with the journal he re- 
marks: ‘The Lord has been with us in a 
most remarkable manner, since we have been 
among this people. His protecting arm has 
been over and around us, and we have dwelt 
in perfect safety. There have been some 
attempts, by some of the very common 
natives, to steal from us, and even to enter 
our house in the night; but we were awaken- 
ed in time to put the thief to flight. As to 
our lives, we have experienced the inost 
perfect safety ; and we are gaining rapidly, I 
trust, upon the affections of the highest 
chief. Dr. Pierson has been enabled to hold 
service each Sabbath since our landing, and 
he has his house crowded. In all this you will 
see that, truly, the Lord is with us. Iam 
giving all my time to the acquisition of the 
language, that I may be able to tell this 
poor, lost people, of the love of a blessed 
Master.” In his journal he first speaks of a 
pleasant incident. 


Kind Attentions from Sea-Captains. 
Jan. 4, This morning Captains Chapel 


and Milton called upon us, bringing our 
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mail from the Hawaiian Islands. Our 
friend, Capt. Chapel, not only brought 
this, but kindly offered to take for us, to 
Strong’s Island and Ponape, what we 
might wish to send, (as also did Capt. 
Milton,) and further offered to take let- 
ters for us to Japan. We were much 
pleased with the visits of these Captains, 
who, before they left, did us and the 
cause which we serve, we cannot but feel, 
substantial benefit. Capt. Chapel, aside 
from some gifts of a personal nature, 
(among which was paint to prime my 
doors and windows,) presented us with 
two lambs, male and female, one noble 
sow, with a motherly group of eight pigs 
about her, two goats, and a pit-saw, 
which Dr. Pierson at once puts to 
service, working out flooring. Capt. 
Milton left some half-grown pigs and a 
pair of ducks, All this, we felt, was & 
generous donation for Ebon, and that 
almost on the birth day of our mission. 
The visit of the “ Northern Light” and 
“Gov, Troup” will long be kindly re- 
membered. We could not help saying 
to ourselves: How very desirable it is, 
that vessels visiting infant missions (and 
old ones too) should lend a helping hand 
in the good work, 
Without a Mail from Home. 
7. We have the painful fact before 
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us, that this year we are to be without a 
mail from the United States. By recent 
intelligence from the Hawaiian Islands, 
we learn that it was forwarded by a 
vessel bound to Ponape. This was done 
because it was thought we might pos- 
sibly be there, or be enabled soon to get 
letters from there, wherever we might 
be. But by this arrangement we must 
go one whole year, if not two, before 
that mail, containing letters from friends, 
and our “ Independent,” and “ Observer,” 
and “ Evangelist,” and other papers, will 
reach us. The civil, political, and re- 
ligious history of all that time, will 
therefore be, to us, almost a blank. What 
news we do get will be wholly fragment- 
ary. Of the revolution in China, and 
the tragic drama in India, and all other 
civil and religious movements agitating 
communtties and nations, but all work- 
ing together for the progress of our 
Lord’s kingdom, we shall know but little. 
We are quite thankful that some stray 


papers have reached us, from vessels 
lying off and on at our island. 


Arrival of Strangers—Perilous Voyage. 

25. This morning @ proa arrived from 
Mille Island, one of the Radack chain, 
an hundred miles to the east of us. The 
vessel brought twenty-eight persons, 
men, women and children, who had been 
driven from those islands by a war party. 
It appears that there have been two 
parties, each striving for the supremacy. 
Recently they had a battle, and the 
party which was victorious would either 
kill all the others, old and young, or 
force them to sea. The company which 
arrived this morning were of those thus 
fleeing. They left four nights since, in 
the night, having time only for the 
mothers hastily to catch up their little 
ones, when, al] being on board, they set 
sail, with no food and no water. The 
hope of life, of reaching this island, an 
hundred miles distant, a mere speck on 
the bosom of the ocean, and not to be 
seen from the deck of a proa at a dis- 
tance of more than eight or ten miles, 
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was preferable to remaining and running 
the risk of, in some way, conciliating the 
victorious party, and so being spared. 

We cannot but hope that the Lord has 
in this, some good design for that people, 
beyond their personal safety for the 
present. We may not be able now fully 
to interpret the providence, but one 
question arises in connection with it. 
May not this be the way in which God 
will call attention to that eastern chain 
of the Marshall Islands ? Perhaps, when 
time shall have removed all animosity, 
these exiled ones may be permitted to 
return, to tell their own people the won- 
derful story they have heard, of Jesus 
and the cross. 

Death of a young Chief. 

Feb. 11. Our hearts have been much 
pained, within the past few days, by the 
sickness and death of quite a number of 
natives. Among those who have died 
was a young chief, of some standing. 
It is sad to see the people wasting away 
just as we have reached them with the 
gospel ; and the death and burial of this 
young chief, occasioned an exhibition of 
native customs in connection with the 
burial of such a personage, when our 
hearts were pained afresh, by the scenes 
we witnessed. Thus far, during our 
residence in Micronesia, we have seen 
nothing else by half so painful. We 
returned from the burial with heavy 
hearts. To this poor people the grave 
is radiant with nothing of spiritual light 
and life. Be it ours to know nothing 
but Christ among them, till he shall have 
become to them, in the dark valley, their 
hope and joy. 


Robbery—Fearful Retaliation Prevented. 
23. We were informed yesterday, that 
a robbery had been perpetrated upon the 


property of one of our highest chiefs, 
quite a number of smal] articles hav- 
ing been taken. ‘This act has very 
much incensed all the rulers, and they 
tell us that, were it not for the presence 
of missionaries, a wild, savage scene, 





the butchery of every native suspected 
of the theft, till the guilty one was 
found, would take place. Kai-buki, the 
chief lapelap, (highest chief,) told us, by 
painful signs, how he would tear a 
person to pieces—wrenching open the 
bowels, tearing off limbs, breaking the 
head, and gulping down the blood. He 
said—counting by tens as expressive of 
a large number—that often, often, he had 
done this; and the natives speak of his 
having done it. But now, he says, all 
this is done with, because the mission- 
aries are here. We rejoice if, in any 
sense, we may be friends to this people, 
though we do not wish our presence to 
screen the guilty from proper punish- 
ment. We trust some milder way of 
meeting the demands of justice may be 
resorted to, than for a chief, half fren- 
zied, to fall upon the culprit, imbruing 
his hands in his blood, and tearing him to 
pieces as a mad bull would the victim 
of its rage. 


Natives from Tarawa. 

The natives spoken of below may probably 
be a part of those who were repulsed from 
Apia, in the battle of the lst of March, de- 
scribed in the letter from Mr. Bingham which 
was published in the last number of the 
Herald. 


March 10. The bark came in 
sight this morning, and approached quite 
near the island. We expected she would 
send a boat ashore, but none was sent, 
and our disappointment was not great 
when we learned who her commander 
was—a man having no friendly feelings 
for missionaries. 

Capt. brought twelve or thir- 
teen natives, belonging to Tarawa, one 
of the Kingsmill islands, whom he picked 
up in a very wretched condition, nearly 
famished. As this island was in his way, 
he landed them all here. The poor na- 
tives were much frightened at the pros- 
pect of landing, fearing they would all 
be put to death. This fear is common to 
the islanders, as it is an almost universal 
practice, on the landing of such wan- 
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derers upon an island, for the native 
population to kill all, or nearly all. We 
trust, however, that on this island, and a 
few others in Micronesia, such unnatural 
scenes are passed away. We hope the 
chiefs here will ever listen to mission- 
ary advice. May the blessed time soon 
come, when this may be said of all the 
chiefs of Micronesia, 

But while we welcome there lost ones 
to our island, we fear for the influence 
they may exert, As yet, this people 
know nothing of the art of making in- 
toxicating drinks from the cocoanut tree. 
These foreigners, however, are skilled in 
it, since on Tarawa such drink is univer- 
sally used, men, women and children, all 
indulging in it. We fear the new 
comers will make the art known here, 
and that we shall have an island of 
drunkards ; but we trust in God, to put 
down and overrule all evil. 





ADRIANOPLE. 


LETTER FROM MB. MORSE, OCTOBER 20, 
1858. 


A LETTER from Mr. Morse, mentioning his 
removal to Adrianople, in March, and giving 
some account of the state of things which he 
found on commencing his missionary labors 
there, was published in the Herald for August 
last. He now writes, that having at that 
time secured a house and made other arrange- 
ments, he soon returned again to Constanti- 
nople, where “‘ every moment that could be 
spared from other duties was devoted to the 
completion of the Bulgarian Grammar and 
Vocabulary,” which is now in press. On the 
13th of July he started again, with Mrs. 
Morse, for Adrianople, where they arrived 
July 16, and very soon procured a Bulgarian 
teacher and resumed their studies. Two 
manuscript tracts, and a translation of the 
“Tract Primer,” were being prepared for 
publication in the Bulgarian language. Mr. 
and Mrs. Byington joined them, to their 
“great encouragement,” “in health and 
safety,’ September 4. 


Prospects at Adrianople— Opposition. 
The condition of things at Adrianople 
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is as hopeful as could reasonably be ex- 
pected. Our Sabbath audiences during 
April and May, were about thirty, some- 
times more. It could not be expected 
that the “adversary of all good ” would 
be willing to yield these fair possessions 
to the dominion of Christ without a strag- 
gle. The Armenians, from whom most 
of these hearers came, (considerable, it 
will be remembered, had previously been 
done by the missionaries for the Arme- 
nians,) fearing they should lose all their 
flock, sent to Constantinople for an 
“* Episkopos,” and have since created 
another from their own number. A 
teacher also was procured for their 
school; anathemas were hurled against 
us; fair promises of reform in their own 
church were made; artful devices, and 
threatenings were employed, to induce 
and terrify those who had attended our 
service to leave; one young man, who 
persisted in coming, had his wife and 
child and household furniture taken from 
him ; and others have been deprived of 
their places of business. 

The result of this persecution has 
been a diminution of the Sabbath andi- 
ence to about twenty, for the past two 
months. This is probably better for per- 
manent success. Had large numbers 
(of which there was a prospect at first) 
fallen early to our watchful care, suffi- 
cient instruction could not well have 
been imparted to lay the foundation for 
a healthy growth. Those who have 
remained firm have been well instructed 
by the native preacher, and have been 
faithful in the study of the Scriptures ; 
and in general much light has been 
spread in the community. The persecu- 
tion having in a measure spent its fury, 
a new place of worship has been secured, 
and the audience was increasing; but 
just at this time, the health of our excel- 
lent native helper, through the ardor of 
his temperament and the abundance of 
his duties, has failed, and he is obliged 
to visit his house in Nicomedia for rest, 
with the hope of recovery. In this ex- 
tremity we know not what to do, except 





to wait upon God, from whom all our help. 


must come. 
Visitors—A Jewish Teacher. 

Four or five interesting young men, Turk- 
ish scholars from the Pasha’s school, who are 
soon to leave for the Royal school at Constan- 
tinople, and then enter the service of the 
government, recently called upon our 
brethren. The eldest of these, Mr. Morse 
says, “is taking lessons in Armeno-Turkish 
from our bookseller, and could not be in better 
hands.” Respecting other visitors he writes: 

We have had several interesting visits 
from the principal of the large Jewish 
school here, of six hundred pupils. He 
is a young man of education, and is able 
to read the English language with facil- 
ity. He is said to be an infidel, but this 
probably extends only to a disbelief in 
the follies of the Rabbis, and the false 
Christianity around him. He has re- 
ceived considerable persecution for his 
liberal tendencies. A short time since, 
he introduced into his school, arithmetic 
and algebra. The signs of plus and of 
multiplication were used in the exercises, 
which were carried home by the children, 
and the parents were alarmed, and called 
the Rabbis; who cried out, “The cross, 
the cross. Our teacher is a Christian, 
for he is introducing the sign of the 
cross.” The teacher with difficulty 
escaped being stoned by the excited 
people, by explaining the nature of these 
signs. On his visits to us, we have had 
pleasant conversations upon the Messi- 
anic prophecies of the Old Testament ; 
and among the books which he has read 
from our library, is the “Philosophy of 
the Plan of Salvation,” so eminently 
adapted to his state of mind. We can- 
not but hope that this seed may some- 
time bring forth fruit, so that he may be 
willing to endure persecution for the 
sake of Jesus of Nazareth, as well as 
for science. 

Circulation of Books. 
Our Bulgarian teacher is a man of 


interesting character, who is becoming 
considerably enlightened upon the teach- 
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ings of Scripture, and religious truth. 
Should the Lord be pleased to convert 
him, he might be of much service in our 
work. 

A few weeks since, a teacher of one 
of the Bulgarian schools came thirty 
miles, with money in hand, and with the 

robation of the parents, to procure 
ten Bulgarian Testaments for his school. 
Bat to our great regret we were not able 
to supply him. The edition of New 
Testaments is now exhausted, and for 
some months we have no prospect of 
another. 

Many books have been sold by our 
bookseller, our traveling colporter, and 
one of the brethren whom we sent to 
the great fair at Uzoonjovak, which has 
just closed. In these ways much truth 
has been spread abroad, which we 
hope, watered by prayers of the friends 
of Christ in America, will . bring 
forth fruit to the glory of God. Not 
only in cases of persecution, of which 
we must expect much, but in all the 


efforts put forth for the spread of the 
truth, we greatly need the prayers of 
God’s people. 7 


Call for Laborers. 


Mr. Morse speaks of having been much 
perplexed, at the annual meeting of the mis- 
sion, in view of the demand from all parts of 
the field, to know what places to put down in 
the Bulgarian portion, to be supplied with 
laborers. He writes: 

Adrianople, in view of the whole work 
in this part of the field, Turkish and 
Armenian, as well as Bulgarian, and its 
connection with the Bulgarian villages 
beyond, isa place of the first importance ; 
and there can be no doubt of the wisdom 
of the brethren at Constantinople in 
making this the first station. But in 
reference to the great mass of the Bul- 
garian people, and those most accessible, 
it is only the border fortress, and proba- 
bly, with the first reinforcement, one of 
us who are now here will go on, anda 
Turkish-speaking missionary be located 
here. 
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Quite a number of places are then spoken 
of, as important centres ; and he adds: 

The importance and urgency of occu- 
pying all these stations, as speedily as 
possible, [ presume is already well un- 
derstood by the Committee. It is always 
a great saving of expense to enter upon 
what is undertaken with sufficient force 
to secure success. The simultaneous 
occupation of these places will have a 
powerful moral influence. All the places 
seem equally needy, and so far as the 
Bulgarians are concerned, every thing 
seems to be in an unusually favorable 
condition, to seize upon the awakened 
and awakening energies of this people, 
and consecrate them to Christ. 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 
LETTER FROM MR. SCHAUFFLER, OCTO- 


BER 28, 1858. 


Incidents among Mohammedans. 
In this letter, as in one which was pub- 
lished in December last, Mr. Schauffler men- 
tions various incidents which serve to indicate 


the state of feeling among some of the Mo- 
hammedans with reference to Christianity 
and the preachers of the truth. 

The man who delivered Mr. Williams’s 
family from their confinement at Smyrna, 
when they were fleeing from here to 
Malta, has himself come to a knowledge 
of the truth. A short time ago, Mr. 
Williams, going down the Bosphorus to 
preach in Yeni-Kapoo, fell in with him; 
and he was 80 overjoyed to see his old 
friend again, that he fell on his neck and 
kissed him, accompanied him, returned 
home with him, remained over night, and 
on Monday morning visited me with Mr. 
Williams; and then they went to Mr. 
Hamlin. The man, with whom I had 
much conversation—a third Mussulman 
being also present—appeared very much 
like a pious man, His wife, he states, 
is of the same mind, and knowing how 
to read, is in the habit of reading the 
Bible to him. But he says he will now 
learn to read himself, though he is an 
old man. He states that he is a frequent 
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hearer of Mr. Dodd’s Turkish preaching 
at Smyrna, standing outside, at the open 
window. Being encouraged to make 
Mr. Dodd’s acquaintance, he said he 
would at once invite him te his house. 
He is a wealthy and influential man, but 
being childless, he and his wife are quite 
at leisure to read. They have educated 
several orphans at their own expense. 


A Pleasant Surprise. 

Another similar case occurred recently. 
Mr. Williams met a man who, in the 
days of his Islamism, was so intimate 
with him that they called each other 
brothers. Mr. Williams’s oldest son was 
to take that man’s daughter, and that 
man’s son was to take Mr. Williams’s 
daughter. As to religion, the man was 
of the most bigoted spirit, and on this 
account Mr. Williams had always kept 
aloof from him since his return from 
Malta, though he knew he was living 
here, in his own house. The other day 
they met, and the man manifested the 
most heartfelt joy. “What are you 
doing now ?” he asked, after the prelim- 
inary expressions of joy and wonder. 
“T have come to a knowledge of the 
gospel since we met,” Mr. . Williams 
said; “and I am preaching that gospel 
now!” “Ah!” the other exclaimed, 
“TI know you have been to England, 
(Malta,) and now you have returned. 
You have done well. Where do you 
live?” “At Bebek.” “Indeed! There 
is a school there for young men among 
the Protestants. Cannot you get them 
to admit my son into that institution; I 
want him to learn?” “Probably he may 
be admitted,” Mr. Williams said. “ Well, 
I must’ call and see you about it; and 
you must call and see us; I live in such 
a street,” &c. &c. It was towards even- 
ing and Mr. Williams was obliged to 
hasten homeward. “It is wonderful!” 
he exclaimed, as he told me of the inci- 
dent. 

A Mussulman Child named “ Christian.” 

You may remember the case of a Mo- 
hammedan and his wife at Cesarea, who, 





two years ago, began to frequent the 
missionaries and the brethren there, and 
who openly declared his belief in Christ. 
He then said he must remove, on account 
of the rudeness and fanaticism of the 
Mohammedan population. However, he 
has continued his residence there, while, 
at the same time, he professed his faith 
in Christ at every opportunity. Lately a 
child was added to his family—a boy— 
and, to be sure, the father conceived the 
singular idea of naming the child Chris- 
tian. In this novel way the Christian 
name would sound through the Mussul- 
man house, and little “ Christian” be- 
come a preacher in his cradle! But the 
Mohammedan neighbors were outraged. 
They violently assailed the father with 
reproaches and threats. “You are a 
Mussulman; are you not ashamed to call 
your son Christian!” &c. &c. The man 
is now resolved to remove, feeling that 
he cannot continue at Cesarea ; nor would 
it be best for the mission, probably, if 
the first case of conversion from Islam- 
ism to Christianity were to be forced 
through there. The family will probably 
be advised te remove to Constantinople. 
The man is wealthy, for his situation, 
being worth about 100,000 piasters. He 
is a blacksmith, has the means of setting 
up business here, and will probably find 
a comfortable livelihood in this city. 

Have you been told of the private 
secretary of the Sultan, and his histo- 
rian, who attacked the Koran and de- 
fended the Gospel in a large circle of 
men of the highest standing here? He 
has been deposed from his office, but 
nothing farther has been done to him. 
His brother, one of the richest men in 
this city among the Turks, speaks pub- 
licly against the Koran and for the Gos- 
pel, in steamers and everywhere. How 
far the matter goes into the heart with 
these men, I know not, for we have no 
access to them. 


Mr. Schauffler mentions also, as a signifi- 
cant fact, that two Mohammedan gentlemen 
from Bagdad, “learned and sceptical men,” 
from whom, humanly speaking, not much is 
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to be expected, have had repeated conversa- 
tions with a helper laboring specially among 
Mohammedans, with Mr. Williams, and once 
with Mr. Schneider. ‘‘ Last Sabbath,” he 
says, ‘“‘a black woman (a Mohammedan) 
was at my Turkish service. Even Ethiopia 
stretches out her hands.” 


~~ 


YOZGAT. 


LETTER FROM DR. JEWETT, OCTOBER, 
1858. 


Dr. Jewett, in this letter first refere to 
his arrival with his family at Yozgat, in July, 
and says that the favorable impressions 
which he had previously formed respecting 
the place, and the state of the missionary 
work there, have been, thus far, confirmed 
by what he has witnessed. He then writes 
as follows, respecting the 


Organization of a Church. 

The most interesting event which has 
occurred here since my arrival, is the 
organization of a church—the first Chris- 
tian church in Yozgat. Without doubt 
the apostle Paul labored in this vicinity, 
and, it may be, founded churches near 
here. The “ foolish Galatians,” to whom 
he preached and wrote, dwelt in cities 
not distant from this place. Yozgat, 
however, is comparatively a new city, 
hardly a century old, and not even 
nominal Christians resided here a hun- 
dred years ago. We may therefore well 
suppose, that until now, no true Christian 
church has ever been planted in this 
city. 

The organization of the church took 
place upon the Sabbath, the 12th of 
September. During the previous two 
weeks, ample time had been taken for 
the careful examination of the candi- 
dates. Seven individuals were thus ex- 
amined, of whom six were approved. 

This is, I believe, the 25th evangelical 
church in the Northern Armenian mis- 
sion, and there are nine like churches 
in the Southern mission. Since the 
organization, one other individual has 
been added to the church by letter, so 
that at present it comprises ten members, 
nine males and one female, (including 








those received by letter from Cesarea 
when the church was formed.) 


The Members. 

Though we may be deceived in regard 
to the Christian character of those whom 
we have admitted, we can testify that 
they appeared remarkably well at the 
time of their examination, and that, day 
by day, they exhibit the apparent fruits 
of a true faith, in their holy walk and 
godly conversation. They seem to feel, 
that although salvation is of faith, yet 
faith without appropriate works is dead, 
This they evidence, in part, by giving 
liberally of their substance, by laboring 
personally for the salvation of others, and 
by sustaining among themselves a sun- 
rise prayer meeting. They have begun 
well; may divine grace enable them to 
persevere unto the end ! 

One of the members is a boy only 
fourteen years of age; but in Christian 
knowledge, if not in Christian experience, 
he surpasses many of a much more ad- 
vanced age, even in New England. He 
is a youth of more than ordinary intel- 
lectual ability, and is not only a present 
ornament of our church, but bids fair to 
become an able preacher of the gospel 
to his fellow-countrymen. 

Another member is a young man, from 
a village distant about fifteen miles from 
the city. In that village there are only 
two other Protestants, both young men. 
For nearly two years the one now ad- 
mitted to the church has, by divine 
grace, been enabled to withstand con- 
stant persecution, and to bear continu- 
ally a noble testimony for Christ. At 
his examination, he appeared to possess 
a very clear idea of the plan of salva- 
tion, and to feel that if he should finally 
be saved, it would be all of grace, of 
infinite grace, in Jesus Christ. 

No Persecution— Other Places. 

Our Sabbath audience averages about 
fifty-five. Several permanent hearers 
have been added to it within the last 
three months, and strangers, more or 
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les:, are present every Sabbath. One- 
fifth of the audience is made up of 
women. No open persecution exists, 
and the missionaries are treated with 
uniform respect by all classes. We can 
walk the streets, and go about the sub- 
urbs of the city, not only with a feeling 
of entire safety, but without any annoy- 
ance. 

From Angora, which may be consid- 
ered an out-station of Yozgat, we have 
received very pleasing intelligence. One 
of the Bebek students spent twenty- 
three days there a few weeks since, and 
had, we are informed, “the freest in- 
tercourse with all classes—Catholics, 
Greeks, Armenians and Turks. He was 
received with the greatest kindness, and 
sold 700 piasters’ worth of Scriptures.” 
The report from Angora has led us to 
feel that we ought to do more for that 
place, and we have directed one of our 
helpers to visit the city. 

A letter just received from the native 
preacher in Marsovan gives an encour- 
aging account of the progress of the 
work there. 


~ 


TOCAT. 


LETTER FROM MR. VAN LENNEP, OCTO- 
BER 13, 1858. 


Interest among Greeks. 


Mr. Van Lennepr first refers to a degree 
of awakening and inquiry among the Greeks 
of Tocat, which he had mentioned in former 
letters. He now says that, taking them 
together, that class of the population “ have 
probably reached a higher point of enlighten- 
ment than any other community” there. 
Yet “the course which has been pursued by 
one Greek young man and his wife, who 
ought to have been the means of great good, 
has been to many ‘a stumbling block and 
rock of offence.’” The young man formerly 
enjoyed, for several years, the privileges of 
the seminary at Bebek, and it was hoped 
that he had become truly pious; his wife, 
also, had spent several years in the female 
boarding-school at Constantinople, and was 
once a church member; “yet they have 
adopted a worldly policy, which they deem 
to be demanded by their pecuniary interests ; 
frequently attend the Greek church, and 
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occasionally the Protestant chapel; have 
had their child baptized according to the 
rites of the ‘ Orthodox and Apostolic church,’ 
and ‘are all things to all men,’ that they 
may make something out of every one.” 
Still our brother writes : 

Despite thie hinderance, there has 
been a steady advance of the truth 
among the Greeks, and we were permit- 
ted, not long since, to witness the open 
profession of three of them, who, for 
nearly a year, had attended the preaching 
at the chapel. One of these, particularly, 
is a very interesting young man, nearly 
twenty years of age. His inquiry after 
the truth has been earnest, and he has 
had a severe struggle, on account of 
early prejudice and the strong opposition 
of his parents, he being the youngest, 
and the favorite, of four sons, But a 
deep sense of the importance of eternal 
things has carried him steadily on. For 
propriety of deportment, serious atten- 
tion to the truth, and a conciliatory 
spirit, he is unsurpassed in our little 
community, and I cannot but feel that 
the gospel has truly affected his heart. 

Opposition. 

The youngest of the three, however, 
has had the greatest opposition to en- 
counter. On Saturday they had re- 
quested that their names might be 
enrolled among the Protestants, but the 
matter was unavoidably delayed. The 
Sabbath came, and many of their rela- 
tives gathered in our chapel, simply to 
see, with their own eyes, whether they 
would attend our services. In the even- 
ing, when the young man returned home, 
his father bade him forsake the society 
of the Protestants. He replied that he 
must learn the way of life, as taught in 
the only book which could not lie; 
whereupon his father fel] to beating him, 
and continued this discipline till the 
youth promised all that was demanded. 
Then the father embraced him, called 
him his beloved son, his returning prod- 
igal, and promised him a new suit of 
clothes forthwith and a fine new room to 
be built expressly for him. 
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The next morning the young man 
came to beg earnestly, that his name 
might, without delay, be enrolled among 
the Protestants. He said he did not 
feel bound by promises made under the 
rod, and he wished to remove the last 
hope from his relatives. But the Greek 
community had addressed a petition to 
the Council against recognizing these 
men as Protestants. We were obliged 
to send to Sivas for a copy of the Sultan's 
firman; yet the contest ended in favor of 
religious liberty, for the three young 
men, and an Armenian who had in the 
mean while joined them, stood firmly by 
their professions, before the Council. 


Interesting Cases among Armenians. 


But neither the religious inquiry nor the 
persecution is confined to the Greek commu- 
nity, as the following narrative will show. 


Opposition and persecution are now 
confined to a much narrower ground 
than formerly. The civil authorities 
generally take the side from which they 
feel the greatest pressure, and care only 
for pecuniary considerations; but the 
law is now so distinct that there is a 
point which they dare not pass. This is 
illustrated by the case just related. 
There is another young man, an Arme- 
nian, in whom we are deeply interested, 
who is still in the midst of the contest. 
He is an orphan, adopted by his uncle, a 
wealthy silk-weaver, who has several 
times driven from his employment one 
of our church members, for preaching 
the trath. The wrath of this man is 
ever and anon aroused, by the fact that 
one and then another of his relatives 
receive and openly profess the truth. 
His married niece, Doodoo Hanum, one 
of the most interesting women I have 
met with in the nation, has risen from 
her sick bed and gone to the next house, 
because she heard, through the partition 
wall, the voice of prayer and praise, and 
could not keep away. Then there is 
an interesting little couple, nearly re- 
lated to him by marriage, who profess 
the truth with the boldness of lions 





They are just learning to read, and they 
persuade the school-boys to come and 
read to them from the Bible they have, 
in their poverty, bought for the purpose. 
And finally, the old gentleman’s adopted 
and peculiarly cherished son (he has no 
son of his own) has received the truth. 
This has excited his anger to the highest 
pitch, and he has forbidden the son’s 
attending our services. The young man 
endeavors to “ keep the commandments,” 
and so he obeys his parents; bat he 
buys candles with his own money, goes 
to the stable when the family have 
retired, or before they rise in the morn- 
ing, and reads the Testament which he 
keeps secreted there. He is not allowed 
to attend our evening meetings, which 
are held in the school-room near by; 
but he knows the hour when they close, 
and waits at his father’s door to see our 
people pass and salute them, though he 
does this only with the sign of the hand, 
or in a whisper, lest he should be called 
in. He was threatened, the other day, 
with being expelled from the house ; and 
Doodoo Hanum, hearing of it, said to 
her persecuted cousin: “When they 
drive you from home, and you have not 
& place for the sole of your foot, do not 
be discouraged. [ will carry you on the 
crown of my head, if need be!” 

Many here are now beginning to 
emerge from the darkness and to “see a 
great light.” They need the prayers of 
God’s people, that they may be able to 
persevere in the path they have begun to 
tread. and that they may become. truly 
the servants of the living God. 


KHARPOOT. 


LETTER FROM MR. ALLEN, OCTOBER 9, 
1858. 


Choonkoosh —.An Indefatigable Protes- 
tant. 


Tux account of the “‘ unfriendly reception” 
here referred to, may be found in the Herald 
for March last, page 77, and the reader will 
be glad to learn that there is now at least one 
man in Choonkosh who decidedly favors the 
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truth, and seems bent upon securing a Pro- 
testant teacher and preacher. 

You will doubtless remember Choon- 
koosh, as the place where Messrs. Dun- 
more and Wheeler met with such an 
unfriendly reception a year ago. We 
think there are quite a number there 
favorable to the truth, but who are not 
yet bold enough to evow this openly. 
There is one man, however, who has for 
some time been known as a Protestant, 
and who boldly declares the truth, fear- 
ing neither threats nor persecution. This 
man, who seems to deserve the name 
given him by a neighboring missionary— 
“ The indefatigable Choonkoosh Protes- 
tant ””—has repeatedly visited us, and 
has also sent letters, begging that some 
one may be sent to teach and preach in 
Choonkoosh. A few weeks since, hear- 
ing that Mr. Walker, of Diarbekir, was 
at Chermook, a few hours from Choon- 
koosh, he immediately started off to see 
if he could not furnish a teacher. He 
found at Chermook a young man (Hach- 
idoor) who was formerly in the employ 
of the mission, and his entreaty was 
pressed so urgently, that Mr. Walker 
wrote to us, recommending that young 
man. This letter our Protestant friend, 
whose name is Sarkis, brought to us, 
* thus making another journey of fifty 
miles to accomplish his long cherished 
parpose. We accordingly employed 
Hachidoor to open a school at Choon- 
koosh, promising to make a visit there 
during the fall. 

Opposition—Visit to the Place. 

He hired a room by the month, and 
commenced his school; but no sooner 
was this noised abroad than the chief 
Armenians came together and deter- 
mined to drive him out of the place. 
The owner of the room was compelled 
to refuse the longer use of it, and Hach- 
idoor, being able to do nothing in the 
midst of their threats and violent oppo- 
sition, in company with Sarkis, came to 
ask our advice and assistance. We 
obtained a letter from the Pasha to the 





Moodir of Choonkoosh, instructing him 
to call the vartabed and reprimand him 
for permitting his people to conduct thus 
towards our helper, and moreover threat- 
ening, that if any thing of the kind hap- 
pened again, he should be brought to 
Kharpoot to answer for it. 

I accompanied the brethren on their 
return, hoping to find a place for a school 
as well as for the helper’s family. We 
reached Choonkoosh early on Saturday, 
and immediately applied to the Moodir 
for a place to remain a few days. The 
Armenians being in the majority, the 
Moodir is afraid to do anything to dis- 
please them, so that it was only after a 
great deal of talk, and a delay of four 
hours, that a room was reluctantly given 
us by the Armenians. It turned out to 
be the same from which our helper had 
been driven. Sabbath morning about 
thirty persons visited our room, and: re- 
mained several hours, quietly listening 
to the reading and preaching of the 
truth, Some of them seemed quite 
friendly. During the afternoon we went 
outside the city, to the Armenian cem- 
etery, hoping to get a little rest from the 
noise and bustle of the town. But we 
found it quite out of the question to go 
without a crowd following us. Seating 
ourselves under the shade of a large 
walnut tree, we read and preached toa 
crowd ‘of thirty or more for an hour. 
Some opposed, others mocked, while 
most listened attentively. At sunset 
another company assembled at our room, 
to whom we again read and preached. 
Altogether it was a profitable Sabbath, 
giving me considerable hope that a good 
beginning would yet be made there. I 
was particularly encouraged by the fact 
that a Jarge number of those who called 
were young men, who seemed to be 
inquiring after the truth. 

Mr. Allen spent, he says, nearly three 
days, in vain endeavors to find a house; but 
at length a man, “‘ evidently somewhat friend- 
ly,”’ gave up the house he was living in, that 
the helper might have a place in which to 


live and preach. 
Wishing to explore this portion of the 
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field, Mr. Allen returned, with Bedros, who 
had accompanied him, by a route nearer the 
Euphrates. “After a day and a half spent 
in climbing mountains, and threading our 
way along precipitous heights,” he writes, 
‘‘we reached Aivose, a place which was vis- 
ited by Mr. Dunmore a year ago.” (See 
Missionary Herald for December, 1857.) 
This he speaks of as ‘‘a beautiful place, 
pleasantly located on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates,”’ yet he says : “It isa dark place; 
but we believe that the light of God’s word 
will yet dispel its thick darkness. Pursuing 
our way up the river we passed a large rock 
by the roadside, upon which I found an inter- 
esting relic. The face of the rock was cut 
off and made smooth, and a space four feet 
by six, was covered with inscriptions in the 
cuneiform character.” 


Protestant Burial at Malatia. 


The Sabbath was spent at Malatia, an out- 
station of Arabkir, where they found the 
teacher of the school at the point of death. 
He died Sabbath night, and Mr. Allen 
writes : 

We feared trouble in burying the 
body, there being no Protestant ceme- 
tery, and concluded to adopt such a 
course as would prevent a tumult, if pos- 
sible. We first went to the most influ- 
ential chief-man among the Armenians, 
and asked him to obtain leave for us to 
bury the body. He did what he could, 
but others opposed, and at last word was 
sent, that we could not bury the man in 
their ground. We next applied to the 
Moodir, insisting on the legal right of 
the family to their place in the ceme- 
tery. The chief Armenians were called 
in, and began at once vehemently to 
abuse the Protestants. The helper, 
Mark, was able in a few words to refute 
all their slanders. The judge then took 
up the matter. Said he : “ Do you receive 
the same book as these Protestants?” 
They were compelled to say, “ Yes.” 
“Well,” continued the judge, “ does it 
say anywhere, in your book, that Prot- 
éstants must be buried in a separate 
place?” Their discomfiture was com- 
plete, as they could make no reply to 
this pointed question. The Moodir im- 
mediately decided in our favor, and 





directed the head-man of the Armenians 
to point out a place. This was speedily 
done, and we were permitted to bury the 
body in quiet, with appropriate religious 
services at the grave. 

The villages along the river, north and 
north-east of Malatia, I found to be 
wholly Kuzzlebash and Koordish, So 
also on the road homeward, I found no 
Armenian villages till we came to the 
great Kharpoot plain. My chief object 
in returning by this route, was to deter- 
mine whether or not there were Arme- 
nian villages in that region, that we may 
know where to go during our winter 
tours. 


At the close of his letter Mr. Allen men- 
tions, that the owner of the house they occu- 
pied at Kharpoot, which, by contract, they 
were to have seven years longer, was making 
a desperate effort to eject them from it. The 
matter had been referred by them, to the 
United States Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople. 


——eeeneeene 


ERZROOM. 


LETTER FROM MR. DUNMORE, SEPTEM- 
BER 1, 1858. 


Ir was mentioned in the Herald for Decem- 
ber last, in connection with a letter from Mr. 
Trowbridge, that Messrs. Dunmore and Trow- 
bridge had been designated to spend a year in 
Moosh and the vicinity. They are not sta- 
tioned at Erzroom, yet their labors were ex- 
pected to be in great measure in what may 
be regarded as the Erzroom field, and for 
convenience of headings and reference, in- 
telligence from them is published as from that 
station. In this letter Mr. Dunmore speaks, 
particularly, of a visit to Kars and the Mala- 
kan settlement, and gives intelligence of 
much interest respecting both these places. 
Having been repeatedly informed that there 
was a state of things in the region about Kars 
which seemed to render a visit from a mis- 
sionary desirable, he left Erzroom August 9, 
with Pastor Simon, for that field. After rid- 
ing nine hours, “nearly the entire length of 
the beautiful Pasin plain,” they spent the 
night at Keupreu-keoy, an Armenian village 
of twenty houses. The next night they were 
at Yeni-keoy, a small Turkish village, which 
was destroyed by the Russians in the late war 
and is now being rebuilt. ‘It is a remarka~ 
ble fact,” Mr. Dunmore writes, “that the 
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Russians destroyed utterly all the houses 
that they found deserted, both in the villages 
and in the city of Kars, while they treated all 
who remained at their houses, both Christians 
and Turks, with marked kindness.” On the 
morning of the fourth day they entered Kars, 
(about thirty-six hours from Erzroom,) where 
they spent two and a half days, devoting 
much of the time to religious converse with 
the people. 
Kars and Vicinity. 
~ While but five or six men called at 
our room for religious conversation, we 
had access to a goodly number at their 
shops, particularly at the room of two 
enlightened men from Arabkir. And 
here let me add, that go where we may, 
in every place of any considerable im- 
portance in the Turkish empire, we find 
enlightened men from Arabkir. We 
sold the only copy of the Bible we had, 
with a New Testament and a reading- 
book, to a Russian Armenian; and we 
saw plainly that there is a remarkable 
demand for the Scriptures in that region. 
We found four enlightened men in Kars, 
and were assured, both there and at Erz- 
room, by men who had good opportunity 
to know, that there are many such at 
Gémri and at Tiflis. In the city of Kars 
there are only about one hundred Arme- 
nian houses, while the twenty-six villages 
on the plain contain more than one thou- 
sand, with an aggregate Christian popu- 
lation of six thousand, at a very low esti- 
mate. The majority of these villages 
are situated to the north and east, near 
the Russian frontier; the nearest is six, 
and the most remote, twelve hours from 
the city. The people of that region are 
miserably ignorant and degraded, a very 
small portion of them being able to read ; 
and while their proximity to Russia 
naturally imposes some restraint on their 
freedom of thought and action, they evi- 
dently feel this less than they did before 
the close of the late war. 
An Important Centre. 
We were requested to take a house 


and remain there. Several men, one of 
whom is a papist, assured us that if we 





would open a school in the city they 
would send their children to it; and an- 
other proposed to become bookseller for 
us. I know of no place in this region 
where a bookseller is more needed, or 
where a larger number of Bibles and 
other evangelical books would probably 
be disposed of, than at Kars. From 
what I saw and heard while there, to- 
gether with what we have learned through 
enlightened and intelligent persons else- 
where, I have a decided conviction that 
it is a very important centre. It is the 
door of entrance to the great Russian 
empire, on the south and east, and it is 
the town on the great highway from Erz- 
room, and this entire region, to Eastern 
Russia —a road over which a vast deal 
of merchandise passes by araba, or ox- 
carts, And as that has been the great 
field of blood and of battles on the East- 
ern frontier, between contending powers, 
so it may be the theatre of conflict be- 
tween the powers of light and darkness, 
and we cannot enter it too soon. 


The City—The Battle-Field. 

Kars is a small, insignificant town of 
itself, with nothing but its natural, strong- 
ly fortified position to give it importance. 
Situated, however, on one of the richest 
and finest plains in Turkey, it might be 
made a large and flourishing city, of im- 
portant trade. The desolations of war 
are marked alike upon the old shattered 
tower, the city, the villages, and the whole 
region round about. And as I walked 
over the battle-field, where, in one des- 
perate conflict of six hours, more than 
six thousand Russians fell, and saw their 
bleached bones and skulls stil] scattered 
over the ground, gathered fragments of 
shell and grape shot, and culled a few 
flowers that seemed to have taken their 
crimson hue from the soil lately drenched 
with human blood, I could not but ex- 
claim, O! the desolation, the horror, and 
the folly of war! When will men be 
wise, and rulers learn wisdom of the 
Prince of Peace? When, in obedience 
to the great commission, we preach the 
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gospel to every creature, then will the 
blessed prediction of the Seer be accom- 
plished : “And they shall beat their swords 
into plough-shares and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation; neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 


The Malakan Settlement. 

Leaving Kars on Saturday, August 14, the 
travelers spent the Sabbath at Bengli-Ahmet, 
an Armenian village of sixty houses, and then 
visited a community, of which the account 
given by Mr. Dunmore will be read with deep 
interest. He writes: 

Monday morning we rode two hours, 
to the little Malakan settlement. We 
had heard, at Erzroom, of this interesting 
people, and were anxious to learn more 
about them, and, if possible, from their 
own lips and at theit owi homes. We 
were welcomed, and soon surrounded by 
a group of pleasant faces, men, women 
and children; who, seating themselves 
in a circle, sang, at our request, and 
that most sweetly, one of the songs of 
Zion, in a strange land. The harmony 
was perfect, and in that wild part of Turk- 
dom, such music seemed almost seraphic. 
The fact that they were a lone band of 
pilgrims, having but recently fled from 
Russian tyranny and oppression, made it 
the more touching and impressive. Only 
one of their number could speak Turkish, 
and that very imperfectly. 


Religion and History of the People. 

One of the first inquiries was, whether 
they had the Bible ; whereupon a printed 
copy was produced immediately, in the 
Russian language, which is their vernac- 
ular. This, they assured me, is their only 
book, and they acknowledge no other as 
authoritative. We were soon invited into 
their best house, and our host brought a 
large family Bible, in which he had pre- 
served their articles of faith, written in a 
very neat hand in the Russian character, 
covering six foolscap sheets. He spent 
nearly the entire day with us, in looking 
out the proof-texts appended to every 





article, amounting to about eighty, seven- 
ty of which I copied. 

According to their own account, some 
two years since, the Czar sent an express 
message to the Malakan Christians, de- 
manding information respecting their 
faith; and they forwarded to him a copy 
of these articles accompanied with the 
Scripture references, the first of which is 
Hebrews xii. 2. The others are in per- 
fect keeping with this, and show sound- 
ness of faith. ‘They are fully orthodox, 
so far as I could learn; but whether they 
have any practical experience of spirit- 
ual religion I was not able to satisfy my- 
self, on account of their limited knowl- 
edge of Turkish. That they are strictly 
honest, moral, and keepers of the Sabbath, 
is well established by the testimony ofall 
who know them. They meet on the Sab- 
bath at one of their houses, and, without 
priest or bishop, the one best qualified to 
edify conducts their services, by reading 
the Scriptures, prayer and preaching; 
while all join in singing the Psalms of 
David. They also have private devotions 
morning and evening. They assure us 
that they observe the Lord’s supper and 
baptism, in strict accordance with the 
gospel. During our stay of a day anda 
night with them, we could not discover 
the smell of heresy, nor a sign of immor- 
ality in any form. All, both males and 
females, learn to read and write; and 
they are the only people I have found in 
Turkey, who have about them any signs 
of enterprise and thrift. They number 
eighty souls, in seven houses, at this set- 
tlement ; there is one Malakan family 
near Erzroom, and several others have 
gone on to the region of Erzingan. All 
that our host could tell us of their origin 
was, that the Malakan, or Dénkhaven 
Christians, have lived in Eastern Russia 
from time immemorial, and their religion 
has remained with them, unchanged. 

The Russians cal] them Malakan, but 
they call themselves Dénkhaven Chris- 
tians. They are represented as being 
very numerous, living in Gdmri, Tifflis, 
and other parts of Eastern Russia. Some 
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of them are wealthy merchants, but they 
are for the most part tillers of the soil, 
and mechanics. This company told us 
that they came atwomonths’ journey, from 
near Tartary ; that they left much prop- 
erty behind and fled from oppression, on 
account of their religion. These effected 
their escape while others were seized and 
are now in prison, for no other crime than 
the attempt to escape from Russia into 
the Sultan’s dominions. It is but a year 
since this little band settled near Kars, 
and they are still poor; but by their hon- 
est industry they command the respect 
and patronage of both Turks and Arme- 
nians, who are glad to secure their labor 
at twice the ordinary wages of day labor- 
ers. Their personal appearance and 
dress are entirely unlike that of Orient- 
als, as well as their habits and their char- 
acter. They are active, industrious, in- 
genious, frugal and hospitable, They 
have high foreheads, light complexion, 
light hair and blue eyes ; and their whole 
appearance and characteristics, no less 
than their name, indicate German origin. 
They gave us the only feather bed to 
sleep on that I have seen in Turkey. 
Our host was delighted to find that we 
had a common Bible and a common faith; 
and it was with great reluctance that he 
released us, after we had been reading 
the blessed book together, conversing 
and comparing parallel passages, till a 
late hour. 

Tuesday morning we took early leave 
of our newly found friends, refreshed by 
their company and not a little amazed to 
find that God has kept such a people in 
the heart of Russia, uncontaminated by 
the destructive errors and corruptions of 
the base nation among whom they have 
dwelt for centuries, Verily they are an 
interesting people, who have strong 
claims on our Christian sympathies and 
our prayers. 


On Tuesday the brethren rode twelve hours, 
* passing through the vast pine forests that 
supply Erzroom and the entire country round 
about with lumber and fuel.” They reached 
Erzroom Thursday, having seen nothing of 





robbers, though every where told that the 
road was infested by them. ‘‘ After crossing 
the plain,” Mr. Dunmore says, “the moun- 
tains are sparsely inhabited,mostly by Koords, 
but there is a good carriage road all the way 
from Erzroom to Kars—the best I have ever 
been over in Turkey.” 


Matters at Erzroom. 

During our absence, Mr. Trowbridge 
had been enjoying the progress of the 
good work at Erzroom, while the friends 
of truth there seemed to be cheered and 
strengthened by at least a temporary de- 
feat of the enemy. Through the inter- 
position of the English Consul, the Ar- 
menian Bishop was compelled virtually 
to retract his anathema, just thundered 
forth upon the gospel-men of Erzroom, 
while they were publicly acknowledged 
by the Turkish authorities as Protestants, 
and entitled to equal protection with all 
other subjects of the Sultan. The Bishop 
was obliged to send a written order to 
the head-men of the several trades in the 
city, instructing his people, through them, 
to treat Protestants with respect, and not 
to molest them in any way. This, they 
told us, was more than had ever been 
done for them before in Erzroom, by the 
Turkish authorities, and they were great- 
ly cheered and encouraged by it. 


Visit to Moosh. 


Messrs. Dunmore and Trowbridge now con- 
cluded, for several reasons, to defer the in- 
tended visit to Geghi and proceed at once to 
Moosh. Leaving Erzroom Tuesday, August 
23, they reached Khanoos, Wednesday even- 
ing. The Protestants there had experienced 
another case of persecution, and their visit 
was timely. A promise of better treatment 
in future was obtained from the Moodir. On 
Saturday they arrived at Moosh. The Pasha 
sent them to “the best house in the city, to 
be the guests of Saraff Hohannes, the leading 
papist of the place,” where they were “ com- 
fortably provided for, though not heartily 
welcomed.” 

Very different estimates of the population 
of the city were given them by different per- 
sons, varying from 1,000 to 4,000 houses. 
They were inclined to rely most upon the 
estimate of Krikore, the native helper there, 
who stated that there were 1,100 houses of 
Armenians, 1,200 of Moslems, and thirty of 
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papists. “If the estimates of natives can be 
at all relied upon, the population of the vil- 
lages on the plain must exceed 50,000. Kri- 
kore says there are 15,000 Christian houses!” 

They had spent five days at Moosh when 
Mr. Dunmore wrote, but were unable to pro- 
cure a comfortable house; “indeed there are 
no decent houses in the town.” They found 
the place also “ very unhealthy, and intolera- 
bly filthy,” and thought that if missionaries 
were to be located there they would be obliged 
to make Bitlis, two days distant, a health re- 
treatin the summer. It did not appear that 
the truth had many followers in Moosh. 


LETTER FROM MR. TROWBRIDGE, SEP- 
TEMBER 17, 1858. 


Journeyings— Havadorig. 

Mr. Trowsripesr, in a letter of much 
interest, written at Van, takes up the ac- 
count of operations by himself and Mr. Dven- 
more where the latter leaves it, in the fore- 
going letter. He says: 

We left Moosh at four o’clock in the 
afternoon, on Thursday, September 2, 
and rode two hours and a half, to Hava- 
dorig, an Armenian village of about 
forty houses, situated on a high hill, on 
the south side of, and commanding a 
fine view of the entire plain of Moosh. 
You have already been informed, through 
the letters and reports of Mr. Peabody, 
of the interest in the truth that has long 
existed in that village. The people 
received us with great cordiality, and 
seemed delighted to have an interview, 
face to face, with American mission- 
aries, of whom they had heard so much. 
The relatives of Pastor Simon of Kha- 
noos, reside there, and when visiting 
them, he has improved the opportunity 
to make known the glad tidings of great 


‘joy. Many of the people came to us, 


and remained ti!l a late hour at night to 
listen to the truth. They were unwill- 
ing to leave us, and only consented to 
do so on our telling them, plainly, that 
we must retire and obtain rest for the 
following day. The interest which they 
manifested was evidently an interest in 
the truth, and not an idle curiosity to 
gossip with Frank travelers. When we 








left them, in the morning, quite a nom- 
ber of the principal men followed us 
out of the village, bidding us God-speed, 
and urging us to visit them again. 


The Plain of Moosh. 


Mr. Trowbridge speaks of the plidin of 
Moosh, (about forty miles long and from 
twelve to twenty miles wide,) as one of un- 
surpassed fertility, equal, in the natural 
richness of its soil, to the far-famed prairies 
of the Mississippi valley; but he says: “ The 
grinding oppression of a corrupt govern- | 
ment, and the lawless depredations of the 
Koords, keep the people in a state of abject 
poverty. The mountains on the south side 
of the plain are inhabited almost entirely by 
these shameless robbers, who not only hold 
in fear all the villages of the plain, but laugh 
at the feeble attempts of the Turkish Pashas 
to drive them from their mountain retreats.” 

Bitlis. 

The plain extends to within about three 
hours of Bitlis, which place, (fifty miles from 
Moosh,) was reached Saturday, at noon. 
The journey may be made, it is said, with 
fresh horses, in one day. Here the brethren 
were welcomed by Messrs. Knapp and Has- 
kell, of the Assyria mission, who were spend- 
ing the summer at Bitlis, with their wives. 
In relation to this place, and the importance 
of occupying it as a permanent missionary 
station, the letter states : 

Its situation with reference to Moosh 
and Van, its healthy climate, comforta- 
ble houses, and large Armenian popula- 
tion, all seem to point to it as the first 
place to be occupied, in advancing our 
operations into ancient Armenia. The 
matter seemed to us to be one of such 
importance, that we held a special meet- 
ing with reference to it. After long and 
prayerful consideration, it was unani- 
mously resolved, “That we consider 
the immediate occupation of Bitlis of 
very great importance, not only on ac- 
count of the work already begun in the 
city itself, but as connected with the 
extension of our work into the regions 
of Van and Moosh; and we therefore 
recommend, that Mr. and Mrs. Knapp, 
and Mr. Trowbridge, make arrange- 
ments to remain in that city for the com- 
ing winter.” 
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Respecting this arrangement, Mr. Trow- 
bridge adds: “I may certainly mention the 
faith and self-denial shown by Mr. and Mrs. 
Knapp, in cheerfully agreeing to this prop- 
osition. Should it be decided that they 
remain at Bitlis, they will be one hundred 
and fifty miles from all associates excepting 
myself, without a physician, and entirely cut 
off from access to the world without, by the 
deep snows that fall throughout this entire 
region. Surely this is an example worthy of 
imitation, and may well be considered by 
many young men recently from the theolog- 
ical seminaries in America, who are seeking 
settlements in or near the large cities.” 


Visit to Van—The Journey. 


They left Bitlis for Van, September 10; and 
as “the bitter opposition which the people of 
Van have manifested towards all who have 
tried to preach to them a pure gospel, is well 
known,” they thought it expedient to ask Dr. 
Haskell to accompany them on their visit to 
that place; which he readily consented to do. 
Mr. Trowbridge writes : 


Our road lay, sometimes close along 
the shore of the lake, sometimes across 
high mountain peaks, and sometimes 


through beautiful valleys, altogether 
furnishing a great variety of changing 
and beautiful scenery. ‘The lake itself 
was ever changing, ever beautiful. We 
could not but reflect, as we rode along 
its silent shores, that they had witnessed 
many a dark deed of blood, and had 
echoed the tramp of many nations, even 
from the infancy of our race. 


The Rock. 


On the afternoon of Tuesday, Septem- 
ber 14, as we came over the crown of a 
low hill, we saw the city of Van, about 
ten miles distant t» the north, lying 
square against a solid lime-stone rock, 
which, on examination, we found to be a 
little more than half a mile in length 
and three hundred feet high. The side 
of the rock, against which the city is 
built, is strictly perpendicular, and so 
regularly faced that some travelers have 
gravely held that the entire wall is arti- 
ficial. This opinion was first advanced, 
I believe, by the famous German traveler 
Schultz, and is seiiously discussed by 
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Bishop Southgate, in his account of a 
tour through Armenia and Persia. The 
opinion seems too absurd to merit notice, 
were it not that men so distinguished for 
accuracy and research have given it 
their support. I should as soon think of 
calling the deep, eolid channel in which 
Niagara river flows, below the falls, the 
work of man, as this second Gibraltar, 
overhanging the city of Van. The rock 
itself is a very striking and interesting 
object. On its front face, about one 
hundred and fifty feet from the ground, 
is a large tablet covered with an inscrip- 
tion, in the cuneiform or old Assyrian 
character. Mr. Layard caused himself 
to be let down from above, and copied 
this inscription ; but I am not aware that 
its contents have ever been satisfactorily 
presented to the public. At present the 
rock is surmounted by a few old fashion- 
ed, Turkish garrison-guns, and by a 
few lazy-looking Turkish soldiers. 


The City. 

The city proper is surrounded by a 
double wall of stone and mud, which 
rans in the form of a semi-circle from 
one end of the rock to the other. It is 
of recent construction, and is rather a 
poor specimen of civil-engineering in 
Turkey. The city is entered by three 
gates, one opposite the centre of the 
rock and one at each end. The streets, 
within the walls, are like the streets of 
all Eastern cities, crooked, narrow, and 
filthy. The houses are comfortable, 
many of them new and neat, in this re- 
spect presenting a strong contrast with 
the houses of Moosh. We were quite 
impressed with the appearance of thrift 
and business, that presented itself on 
every side, as we passed through the 
markets and bazaars; and could hardly 
make ourselves believe that we were so 
far from the sea-coast and from Stamboul, 
the great centre of trade in Turkey. 


Tt should be Occupied. 
We have now been here several days, 
and have had some opportunity to survey 
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the ground and form an opinion as to the 
character and importance of the place, 
with reference to missionary operations. 
I believe we are agreed, that this is 
evidently the stronghold of the Arme- 
nian church and nation, and that if we 
wish to accomplish fully the work of 
reformation in that church, we must not 
neglect Van. As well might the allied 
powers have sued for peace before 
Sevastopol had fallen. I cannot now go 
into details, to illustrate the character of 
the people, or to show their numbers, 
wealth, influence, &c. At some future 
time I hope to make more extended 
statements on these points; for the 
present it may be sufficient to say, that 
almost the entire population is Ar- 
menian; and although now they are 
firmly set against the truth, as found 
associated with the hated name of Prot- 
estant, we cannot but feel, that when 
once made acquainted with it they will 
be its most zealous defenders and propa- 
gators. I cannot express the solicitude 
I feel, that this city should be occupied 
by missionary families at an early day. 
It appears to me one of the most impor- 
tant steps that we are yet to take, before 
we can feel sure, under God, of the 
moral conquest of the Turkish Empire. 
When we have secured Van, we have 
secured the key to all that remains un- 
possessed in Asiatic Turkey. Who will 
volunteer to come to this important 
post? It will require faith, patience, 
hard labor and self denial, but the reward 
will be proportionably great. They who 
go forth weeping, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing their sheaves with them. It is 
not from an excited enthusiasm, but from 
a firm conviction of its importance, that I 
thus urge the occupation of Van. 

When writing respecting the city, as 
above, I knew nothing of its beautiful 
gardens, which extend for many miles to 
the east of Van. They are, well, its 
pride and boast. A large part of the 
population live in them, both summer. 
and winter. The streets are very wide, 
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with side-walks on each side, and rows 
of shade-trees between the walks and 
the streets. Should missionaries come 
here to remain, they would reside outside 
the city proper, and surely they could not 
ask for a more delightful residence. 


After returning from Van, Mr. Trowbridge 
went to Diarbekir, with Mr. and Mrs. Knapp, 
to procure their goods and make arrange- 
ments for their residence at Bitlis. At Diar- 
bekir he added a few lines to his letter, say- 
ing that his impressions as to the importance 
of occupying Bitlis were more and more 
confirmed, and urging that some one should 
be sent, as soon as possible, to be perma- 
nently associated with Mr. Knapp at that 
place. He would gladly remain himself, did 
circumstances permit, but felt. that he must 
return in season to attend the next aunual 
meeting of his own mission, in May, and 
then Mr. and Mrs. Knapp would be alone. 





Assyria Mission.—Curhey. 
BITLIS. 


LETTER FROM MR. KNAPP, SEPTEMBER 
17, 1858. 


In connection with a letter from Mr, 
Knapp, dated June 17, and published in 
October last, it was stated that he had gone, 
with his wife, to spend the summer at Bitlis. 
The letter had reference mainly to that place, 
and their situation and prospects there. He 
now speaks of the experiment of a summer 
residence there, ‘for recruiting health,” as 
having proved quite successful, and says 
Bitlis is “‘ probably as healthy a place as can 
be found in Turkey.” 

As a field for missionary labor also, they 
have found the place very promising. Dr. 
and Mrs. Haskell had been with them since 
July 10. From about that time they had had 
preaching at a hired “ station-room” every 
Sabbath, with an audience varying from fif- 
teen to fifty, though orders had been issued 
by the vartabed, several times, forbidding the 
people to attend. Dr. Haskell, (until he was 
prevented from attending them by ophthal- 
my, which had disabled him for some weeks,) 
was called upon by many patients, from day 
to day, to whom the Scriptures were read and 

; and a day seldom passed during 
which women did not call at the house, with 
whom Mrs. Knapp had religious conversa- 
tion. 
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Encouraging Prospects. 

Mr. Knapp writes: 

We regard the work here as very 
encouraging, so much so that we cannot 
bear the idea of the place’s being left 
for a single week ; and when it shall be 
known that a missionary has taken up 
his permanent residence here, without 
doubt, men will at once come out and 
openly declare themselves Protestants. 
We have not room for a detailed account 
of the indications of progress, but to us 
they are very apparent. Even our ser- 
vant, who is, we hope, a Christian, says 
that he seldom has occasion to go to the 
markets, without finding some one or 
more of the shop-keepers desiring to ask 
questions about the Bible. “Do you 
not remember,” said one to him the other 
day, “ when you first called at my shop, 
there was a man present who cursed 
you?” “Yes,” was the reply. “ Well, 
that man is now a reader of the Scrip- 
tures, and is at heart a Protestant.” An 


encouraging feature is found in the fact, 
that, during the three months we have 
been here, we have sold about sixteen 
dollars’ worth of Bibles, Testaments, 
&c. 


The “ Young Man”— Opposition. 

In regard to the young man mentioned 
in my last, I may say, he continued 
reading the Bible in the markets, and 
conversing with his customers about the 
truth, until] the head vartabed could 
endure it no longer, and sent for him. 
The interview lasted half an hour. I 
should like to give a detailed account of 
that conversation, showing what meas- 
ures the ecclesiastics take, to frighten 
and intimidate those who desire to learn 
the truth! The vartabed became exceed- 
ingly angry, and called the young man 
by the vilest epithets—epithets so vile, 
that the common people seldom use them. 
The young man kept cool throughout 
the interview, defending his course by 
quotations from Scriptures, and firmly 
declaring that he should continue to read 





the Protestant’s Bible until the vartabed 
could prove from it, that he ought not to 
do so. Upon this the vartabed raised 
his cane to strike ; whereupon the young 
man quoted Paul respecting the qualifi- 
cations of a bishop, that he should be 
“sober, and of good behavior.” The 
vartabed immediately flew into a passion, 
and struck him with the cane, when the 
young man added—and “no striker,” 
continuing the quotations as before. The 
vartabed then ordered him, in haste, from 
his presence, declaring he would anath- 
ematize him. Early on the following 
morning, which was the Sabbath, the 
young man made his appearance at our 
house with a sad countenance, for he 
expected, that morning, to be anathema- 
tized in the churches. He remained with 
us during our family devotions, which 
are conducted in Armenian ; but before 
we were through, his mother sent mes- 
sengers twice, to have him return imme- 
diately. After a while he went ; and the 
tearful expostulations of his widowed 
mother, who repeatedly threatened to 
commit suicide if he became a Protes- 
tant, the entreaties of his uncle, who is 
his partner in business, and other like 
things, combined to lead to the semblance 
of repentance, and the declaration that 
he would be more cautious in future. 
The vartabed was, for a time, pacified 
with this; but as the young man has 
attended all our religious services on the 
Sabbath, the fearful anathema against 
him was read last Lord's day, in the four 
Armenian churches. He had continued 
to attend his church, and being himself 
the reader, was called upon to read the 
document, of whose contents he was 
ignorant until he read it! He is the 
first one who has been anathematized 
here, and although we are aware that he 
may possibly be acting from sinister 
motives in all his movements, so that we 
use much cantion, we cannot but hope 
that the Holy Spirit will work upon his 
heart, and lead him to become a humble 
and efficient Christian. The ‘one thing’ 
may prove to be lacking in his case, as 





2 2 ee eo ee |e mm (ee a oes ee Oo oe 


eFPoeo?Prnatda ? 


- 


oe oe oOo eon ewe OaeaaPrnraaaearoanaarTrrareP ek amrss 


1859. Assyria Mission :—Letter from Me. Knapp. 5L 


in that of the young man in the Gospel, 
and he may follow the same course. 


The Papists at Bitlis are mentioned as hav- 
ing “ turned over a new leaf,” and commenced 
earnest efforts to increase their influence, 
another Papal priest having recently arrived 
from Erzroom. The Governor, or Moodir, 
seemed disposed to unite with them in oppo- 
sition to the missionaries, and together they 
had endeavored to prevent the brethren from 


obtaining possession of a house which they 
had hired for a year. 


New Plans—Ride to Lake Van. 


Mr. Knapp refers to the visit of Messrs. 
Dunmore and Trowbridge, mentioned in Mr. 
Trowbridge’s letter on another page; to the 
unanimous decision to which all had come 
that it was expedient, if the plan should be 
approved by the brethren at Diarbekir, for 
himself and his wife, with Mr. Trowbridge, 
to spend the winter at Bitlis; and to the dis- 
patching of a messenger to Diarbekir. He 
then says: 

While waiting for the return of our 
messenger, Messrs. Dunmore and Trow- 
bridge, accompanied by Dr, Haskell, 
have gone to spend several days in Van, 
which is over three days distant, or 
thirty-six instead of fifleen hours, as 
erroneously stated in my last letter. 
They left this place on the 10th inst, 
The ladies and myself accompanied 
them as far as Lake Van, twelve miles, 
The road for about half the distance, 
passed through the narrow valley in 
which Bitlis is located, and at the bottom 
of which flows Bitlis river, or brook, as 
it might here more properly be called. 
We then came to a fork in the road, the 
left bearing north-west toward Moosh, 
and the right ina north-east direction, 
leading to the Lake. Within the first 
six miles we passed four Khans, built 
like all the buildings of Bitlis, of hewn 
grey sand-stone. These are ancient and 
noble structures, now going to decay, 
and their nearness to each other is indic- 
ative of the dangers which, during the 
winter storms, this valley presents to 
travelers ; for whose benefit the Khans 
were built. North of us we noticed a 
mountain, on whose summit is perpetual 





snow, and where snow-banks were plainly 
seen. Our road for the last half of the 
way, was broad, resembling carriage 
roads in America, and extended through 
a long uncultivated plain. We passed 
near the base of a mountain at our left, 
just before coming in sight of the lake, 
whose rounded, regular, sloping sides, 
and level summit, indicated that it was 
an extinct volcano. The general preva- 
lence of basalt and lava-stone, show the 
region to have been once volcanic, 
When the lake suddenly appeared in 
sight, the view, once more, of deep blue 
water, greatly refreshed our spirits. We 
eagerly advanced, and another hour's 
ride brought us to a small grove, near 
the margin of the lake, in whose shade 
we rested fora while. The ladies of our 
party were probably the first American 
women who had been favored with a 
view of this water. The ground, for half 
a mile or more from the lake’s margin, 
was covered with scoria, or pumice stone, 
presenting beautiful, glossy specimens. 
We all had a great curiosity to taste 
the water. Bishop Southgate had stated 
that “it was brackish, but not disagree- 
able to the taste,” and that he “had 
often quenched his thirst with worse.” 
Mr. Dunmore and I hastened down to 
the beach, and on first tasting exclaimed, 
‘This is pearlash!’ Salt is also an 
ingredient, and the water is exceedingly 
disagreeable. Dissolve a tablespoonful 
of pearlash and one third of a spoonful 
of salt, in.a tumbler of fresh water, and 
the mixture would taste very much like 
it. Bishop Southgate mentioned finding 
in the markets at Van, white flakes, some 
as thick as an inch, which are collected 
from the surface of the lake, and used 
by the natives for washing clothes. This 
was analyzed in America and found to be 
“composed chiefly of carbonate of soda 
and chloride of sodiam.” We have seen 
nothing of the kind as yet. Lake Van, 
it is said, is between 75 and 100 miles 
in length, from east to west, and forty- 
five miles wide at its broadest part. The 
absence of all sailing craft, while we 
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were there, gave a death-like stillness to 
its unbroken surface, which reflected the 
abrupt grey mountains that skirt it on 
the south. On the northern slope of 
some of these mountains, we noticed 
snow-banks still remaining. 


Letter from Diarbekir. 

The messenger returned from Diarbekir 
September 19; having been absent but 
eleven days, including two days spent at 
that place, though the two towns are usually 
considered as sixty-six hours, or eight car- 
avan days apart. Mr. Knapp says: 

To the proposition submitted to our 
associates in Diarbekir, that we should 
remain here this winter, Mr. Walker 
thus replies (for Dr. Nutting was absent, 
at Arabkir): “We have thought over 
it, and prayed over it, and wept over it 
too, for the thought of losing you is very 
painful ; but if the Lord calls, who and 
what are we, that our petty interests 
should stand against his will? Rather 
will we bid you God-speed in the new 
sphere into which Providence seems to 
call you. We are glad that you can 
enter it with so much of cheer, and hope, 
and prospect of good, and that you have 
so pleasant a companion, (Mr. Trow- 
bridge,) to aid you in labors and prayers. 
Gladly as we would retain you here, and 
sad as we are to part with you, believing 
with you, that a wide door of usefulness 
is opened for you there, and that in all 
probability our forces, scattered, may be 
instrumental of saving more souls than 
if combined, and rejoicing that you have 
the spirit of self-denial to offer yourselves 
for that distant, lone, but important post, 
I can only say—God bless you, my 
brother and sister, make you very fruit- 
fal in the Lord’s work, and give you 
many souls for your hire.” 

A Missi Physician Needed 

After giving the foregoing extract from Mr. 
Walker’s letter, Mr. Knapp refers to the 
reasons which had led all to consider it best 
for them to remain at Bitlis; speaks of the 
arrival of a new Armenian vartabed, from Erz- 


room, “to aid his associates,”’ and of the con- 
flict which was to be carried on between truth 





and error there; and then mentions the ur- 
gent necessity for sending some one to be 
associated with him, in that retired field, 
after Mr. Trowbridge shall leave in the 
spring, and the desirableness of having a phy- 
sician for that associate. Respecting this he 
says: 

A missionary who is a physician will 
have access to a far greater number than 
he could possibly reach were he not a 
physician. This is emphatically true in 
opening new fields of labor. The great- 
est solicitude the missionary has, in such 
places, is to get a hearing. Men will 
not come to him, nor will they receive 
him if he goes to them. They. fear their 
ecclesiastics ; they revolt at the idea of 
renouncing their old religion. Said a 
few young men here, not long since, in 
apologizing for not coming to hear the 
gospel, “How can we desert our fa- 
thers!” Our chief difficulty is in the 
outset of the work. Now a physician 
draws the people to himself. Men natu- 
rally care more for their bodies than for 
their souls; and in this country, espe- 
cially in the interior, they have a high 
regard for a “Frank” educated physi- 
cian ; almost a superstitious regard. One 
day, in the summer, a Mussulman called 
upon us and begged for a “ bit of bread.” 
On inquiry we learned that he wanted 
it to give to his brother who was lying 
sick of a fever; and we found he had the 
notion, that a few crumbs of the Frank’s 
bread would cure him! At first we 
thought it a mere farce, and would have 
turned him away, as imposing upon us; 
but his continued entreaties convinced 
us that he was in earnest. This was 
before Dr. Haskell arrived, and I refer to 
the incident to show what unbounded 
confidence such a people would be likely 
to place, and in fact do place, in a mis- 
sionary physician. He is denominated 
everywhere the “hakem bashe,” (head 
physician,) even in places where there 
may be other Frank physicians; and 
he will not only have access to those 
in the town in which he resides, but 
many from surrounding villages will 
come to him, who would never think of 
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visiting a simple missionary. For sev- 
eral days in the summer, there was in 
our court, an old, infirm man, who, at- 
tended by a female, had come six days’ 
journey to obtain medical assistance. 

In all cases of application, we would 
have preaching—expounding the Scrip- 
ture—the primary thing, and the dispens- 
ing of medicine the auxiliary. We 
would take the plan we adopted here, 
and which has been practiced somewhat 
elsewhere — appointing particular hours 
by the physician for medical attendance, 
and basing the receiving of medicine 
upon the condition of first listening to 
an exposition of God's word. So far as 
our observation goes, we can safely 
affirm that, other things being equal, the 
physician has access to ten souls where 
the missionary has to one. 

A second argument is found in the 
fact, that the physician thus augments 
the efficiency of his brother missionary. 
The latter is enabled to gain access to 
greater numbers. The physician is also 
often able to carry a desirable measure 
with the Mussulman officials, where the 
wishes of the missionary would be un- 
heeded. True, we should aim to have as 
little as possible to do with the officials ; 
but there are cases when business with 
them is unavoidable, and as a general 
thing, the request of the hakem bashe is 
granted. This argument has greater 
force in places where there is no consul 
through whom justice may be obtained. 


DIARBEKIR. 


LETTER FROM MR. WALKER, OCTOBER 
12, 1858. 
Bitlis and Mardin—Help Needed. 

Mr. WALKER writes specially to let the 
Prudential Committee know how the plan to 
occupy Bitlis strikes the brethren at Diarbe- 
kir. He sends extracts from letters he had 
received on the subject from Messrs. Dun- 
more and Haskell, urging the importance of 
the measure with reference both to the en- 
couragements for missionary effort there, and 
the health of Mr. and Mrs. Knapp and other 
members of the Assyria mission; who may 





have occasion to resort to a station so desir- 
able as a “health retreat.” Having stated 
that the mission approves of the ‘arrange- 
ment, Mr. Walker proceeds to urge the im- 
portance of securing a reinforcement for the 
Assyria mission without delay. He writes: 


We have the fullest confidence that 
this step will meet the approbation of 
the Prudential Committee. With much 
of desire and earnest prayer for the 
divine blessing do we divide our small 
force, in order to man a new station. In 
our remote position, in our fewness and 
our weakness, we hope that we shall not 
be forgotten by the Committee and the 
churches. Diarbekir station is, in all 
probability, to be still farther weakened 
during the approaching winter, by the 
effort to man Mardin. It is nearly de- 
cided that our stricken brother Williams 
shall come from Mosul to reside at that 
place, in the hope that God may incline 
the hearts of some there to care for their 
immortal interests. In such a case, it is 
desirable, and proposed, that one of the 
(now only two) missionary families of 
Diarbekir shall keep him company at 
Mardin. It will be apparent that such 
divisions of our small force, and the 
occupation of new fields, call for no 
slight degree of self-denial on the 
part of all the members of the mission ; 
and this we hope will be regarded by 
the Committee as no mean attestation to 
the importance which we attach to the 
occupation of these new places. We 
take these steps, also, confidently hop- 
ing that we shall not be left unaided, 
but that the Committee will desire and 
be able, soon—immediately—to send out 
men amply to reinforce our little band. 
We who are on the ground feel that we 
cannot live alway, and we desire, most 
earnestly, that there shall ever be a work- 
ing force to care for and carry forward 
the Lord’s work in this region. Often, 
before this, have we appealed to the 
Committee for laborers for Mardin. . We 
cannot now be denied in our request for a 
missionary for Bitlis, and we have a strong 
hope, that after so long a time, one 
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or more may be found for Mardin 
also. 
We are not without hope that the Lord 
regards his work in this city with favor, 
and that he will give us some souls for 
our hire. We go to him in our weak- 
ness, and trust that he will strengthen 
us, and give us grace for all the present 
and the future. 





Restorian Plission.— Persia. 
OROOMIAH. 


LETTER FROM MR. COCHRAN, SEPTEM- 
BER 30, 1858. 


A LETTER from Mr. Breath, dated August 
31, in which he spoke of violent opposition 
from Papists at Salmas, and the driving 
away of a native mission helper from that 
district, Was published in December laut. 
Mr. Breath mentioned that the matter had 
been represented to the Debbeer at Tabreez 
and redress sought, but thus far with no 
satisfactory result. Mr. Cochran’s letter has 
reference mainly to the same events, bring- 
ing the history down to a later period, but 
stating that, still, the offenders were un- 
punished, the ejected helper was unable to 
return, and the Jesuits had their own way. 


The Salmas Affair. 

The affair at Salmas gives no imme- 
diate promise of a satisfactory settlement. 
As you may not have in mind the history 
of the case, I will briefly recapitulate 
the leading points. After repeated and 
urgent importunity, from Nestorians and 
nominal Papists, for preachers and 
teachers for that district, we had at 
length furnished them with two of our 
most able and worthy young men, 
Deacons Yooseph and Sayad. They 
commenced labors there, with the im- 
plied permission of the authorities of the 
country, and in the enjoyment of the 
same privileges accorded to Catholics in 
numerous villages of Oroomiah. They 
were, also, laboring only for Nestorians, 
and not for Papists. On the occasion of 
the outrage reported by Mr. Breath, they 
had gone to the village to purchase fuel, 
and were quietly and silently passing 
through the princip:! street, when they 
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were assailed by a mob and furiously 
pelted with stones, till they were obliged 
to flee for their lives. Just after this 
occurrence, Deacon Sayad was forcibly 
expelled from the district by the Mussul- 
man master, who had been, as we sup- 
pose, liberally bribed by the Catholics. 
Being abruptly expelled, he left his wife 
in the family of Deacon Yooseph. She, 
however, was not overlooked, but was 
compelled, in the absence of her hus- 
band, to quit the village. Fortunately, 
Hormer, the worthy daughter of Sergis, 
our tried friend in that village, volun- 
teered to accompany her in her flight. 
They spent the first night in a lodge in 
the field, and the next day took refuge 
in an Armenian village. But the Arme- 
nians becoming alarmed, did not allow 
them to remain long. Merganeeta, the 
persecuted wife, at iength finding travel- 
ing companions, started on her sorrowful 
journey back to Oroomiah. 


Letters from persecuted Females. 


Letters written by Hormer and Mer- 
ganeeta, at the time of their flight, will 
give some idea of their trials; but one 
would need to know the violent and 
desperate character of the people, fully 
to appreciate them. The first few lines 
are from Hormer, and are addressed to 
myself. 


“ My dear Mr. Cochran : 

“ What shall I write? Our hearts are 
wrung with anguish. Our trials are 
more than I can express. We attempted 
to secrete ourselves in the house, but 
were hunted out; and our fears were 
aroused by threats of violence. We 
fled to the lodge in the field, but were 
pursued and tormented, till my father 
became alarmed and advised our flight. 
We came to this Armenian village, but 
cannot remain, and we know not where 
next to go. We entreat of you afford 
us some relief. What more need I say; 
a word to the wise is sufficient.” 

The next is from Merganeeta, addressed 
to Sanum, wife of Deacon Yooseph. 
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“ My dear Sister Sanum: 

“In our anguish of heart we inquire 
after your health and welfare. I know 
you are distressed, and your grief is for 
us. But, beloved sister, take courage. 
We are mercifully preserved, and though 
hunted and driven off like cattle, we are 
not in despair. 

Thank God, the Armenians graciously 
receive and protect us, yet clouds and 
darkness encompass our path. Even 
here they revile and mock us. Some 
tauntingly inquire, ‘Have you come 
here to open a school? Do you come to 
preach to us?’ But if we bear the name 
of Christ we must indeed be despised of 
men. It is hard to bear the cruel mock- 
ery and boisterous threatenings of these 
uncircumcised Philistines, but let us 
trust in the Lord.” 


Failure of Efforts to obtain Redress. 


At our last date, the affair had been 
once reported to Tabreez without a 
favorable response, and our Mussulman 


Meerza, Latuf Beg, had been despatched 


on a second trial. He obtained a re- 
spectful answer to Dr. Wright’s letter, 
coupled with ample pledges, (oriental,) 
that the matter should be satisfactorily 
arranged ; and also brought an officer to 
Salmas, with orders for the offenders, 
and for the guarantee of protection to 
our helpers. But whether it was owing 
to secret counter instructions given by 
the governor, or to the impracticable 
character of our neighbors there, or to 
both of these reasons, nothing effectual 
was accomplished. 

Upon the arrival of the officers at 
Khosrawa, the leading men at first se- 
creted themselves ; but after some hours’ 
delay, one of the principal offenders was 
found and arrested. A mob, however, 
was at once collected, headed by one of 
the French Jesuits and a native bishop, 
who by force rescued the man who was 
in custody, and so intimidated the gov- 
ernor’s servant, that he desisted from 
further procedure. Latuf Beg and our 
helpers, after it became apparent that no 
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more could be done, repaired to Oolah, 
leaving the officer a guest in the village. 
Subsequently, in consequence of an 
impression being given that the villagers 
were desirous of a reconciliation, Deacon 
Sayad returned, in company with the 
governor’s servant, but, as was appre- 
hended, they found the people no less 
violent than before. The bishop pre- 
viously alluded to was particularly pug- 
nacious; in one instance leaving his 
seat and springing across the room, to 
seize Deacon Sayad by the throat. 

After abandoning all hope of securing 
redress for the Khosrawa offences, our 
friends, in company with the governor’s 
servant, visited the master of the villages 
where our helpers reside, hoping ‘to 
persuade him to resame his protection of 
them. They carried letters and orders 
which they presumed would avail, but 
in this too they were mistaken. Dea- 
con Yooseph, since the residence of 
our helper in that village was of long 
standing, was allowed to remain, but 
Deacon Sayad, having just come, must 
quit the place. This was the ultimatum 
of the affair. Thus the Jesuits are 
having it all their own way for the 
present, 

Though we can scarcely hope for 
further aid from Tabreez, we shall not 
fail to represent the case at Teheran, 
where it is possible immediate redress 
may be obtained; but if not, this 
instance of oppression may be one of 
the causes needful to be put in operation, 
to secure the ultimate enactment of an 
equable toleration law. And if the tem- 
porary banishment of both our helpers 
from Salmas should contribute to so 
important a result, the cause of justice 
could well afford the present repulse. 

Communion Season. 

Another stated communion season 
occurred on the 10th inst., when there 
were twenty accessions to our number. 
The dimunition of our missionary force, 
with sad.remembrances and scenes of 
parting, threw a shade of sadness over 
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our meetings, though perhaps not un- 
favorable to their devotional character. 
In consequence of the straitness of our 
quarters, the anticipated division of the 
commut.cants was made, our premises 
both in the city and at Seir being opened 
simultaneously, for the services. The 
effect of the change, though it gave the 
occasion less the appearance of being 
our own communion, at which natives 
were only guests, than it had with the 
previous arrangements, was satisfactory 
to all, so far as we know, and awakened 
no prejudicial remarks from without. 
At the city also, in consequence of Dr. 
Wright’s being detained at home, the 
elements were distributed by natives, 
instead of the whole service being per- 
formed by ourselves. 


Madura Wission.—India. 
MALUR. 


LETTERS FROM MR. BURNELL, AUGUST 








14 anv 24, 1858. 


Boru these letters from Mr. Burnell are 
occupied mainly with accounts of tours for 
preaching the gospel. Of the five months 
which had elapsed since he wrote before, he 
says, one was so rainy that he could not en- 
gage in touring. Of the other four, he had 
been from home about half the time, mostly 
im the villages. In June he accompanied 
Mr. Spaulding, on his return to Jaffna, from 
the Missionary Convention, as far as Paum- 
ben, where they were hospitably entertained 
by Rev. Henry Pope. of the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel. 


The Temple of Ramisseram. 


On the 23d of June Mr. Pope and 
myself visited Ramisseram and its famed 
temple. The place is eight miles from 
Paumben, and the whole way is paved 
with flag stones, the comfort of which 
must be very great to foot-sore pilgrims, 
when contrasted with the nearly twenty- 
five miles of deep sand between Ramnad 
and the arm of the sea, It is said that 
130 000 pilgrims visit Ramisseram annu- 
ally, but be this as it may we certainly saw 
very few ; and it is also said that a great 





diminution has taken place of late years, 
both in the respectability and the number 
of the pilgrims. This may probably be 
imputed to a decline of the influence of 
superstition, especially among the higher 
classes, through the increase of intelli- 
gence. Formerly natives of great wealth, 
and of the highest rank, were included 
among the pilgrims. 

The external appearance of the tem- 
ple is not so imposing as that of many 
others, especially the great temples in 
Madura, Seringham, and elsewhere; 
still the buildings cover a large space, 
and the expense of erection must have 
been enormous; as the very large hewn 
stones and pillars, some of them twenty 
feet long, were brought nearly forty 
miles ! 

The annual revenue of the temple is 
said to be 40,000 rupees, derived in part 
from temple lands, and in part from the 
gifts of the pilgrims. The presents in 
jewels, given in former times, are valued 
at many lacs of rupees. We were told 
on the spot, that there are five hundred 
and twelve Brahmins who live of this 
temple; but another, more reliable au- 
thority, states that there are nine hun- 
dred and sixty-six houses in Ramisseram, 
and that most of the inhabitants are 
Brahmins. If this is true, then our 
native informant greatly erred in his 
statement, and five thousand would have 
been nearer the truth than five hundred, 
if we include Brahmin women and chil- 
dren. 

In the temple we saw four little girls, 
of from ten to twelve years of age, who 
were being trained for dancing girls— 
thus early devoted to a life of sin and 
shame! Some of the paintings upon 
the ceiling of this temple are such as 
befit the abodes of the fallen and the 
vilest, and lead one to feel that what 
is said by another is perfectly true: “If 
we may judge the Hindoos by the images 
in their temples, or by the histories of 
their gods, they have long since sunk to 
depths of impurity beyond which the 
human mind cannot go. Evil has ex- 
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hausted itself in defiling even the relig- 
ion of those nations.” 


A Baptism. 

During a tour in August, to the north of 
Malur, Mr. Burnell spent a Sabbath at Kort- 
tamputty, where he had opportunity to preach 
in the government bungalow, to about forty 
persons. Twelve or fifteen, he says, “‘ came 
five miles to the meeting.” 

I should not omit to mention, that in 
this place, on the 20th of July, I baptized 
and received to the church a sick woman, 
and also, upon her faith, baptized her 
child, about ten years of age. This was 
all in a little native house, where there 
was scarcely room for my table and 
chair, and the eight or ten natives pres- 
ent. I trust, however, that the Lord 
Jesus was there, and manifested himself 
to us in the breaking of bread. This 
woman’s husband is the father of the 
native pastor Jasardeyan, and one of the 
seminary teachers, Eames. She was, at 
the time of her admission to the church, 
very ill. We then thought she would 
not live long; but I was glad to find on 
this visit, that she was much better, so as 
to be able to walk from her dwelling to 
the bungalow where the meeting was 
held. I was told that the heathen gen- 
erally attribute her recovery to the power 
of the Christian’s God, as she had been 
given up by native physicians. 

At the close of his first letter Mr. Burnell 
remarks : 

In view of the low state of the few 
nominally with us, and of the wretched 
condition of the masses perishing in sin, 
we turn to God as our source of comfort, 
to his promises for our main encourage- 
ment; and our earnest petition is, that 
the cloud of mercy which has so blessed 
America, may reach this land. The 
Malar church greatly needs the reviving 
influence of the Spirit. For this I hope 
a few are preying, with a spirit similar 
to that of the inspired prophet, who 
cried: “O Lord, revive thy work in the 
midst of the years, in the midst of the 
years make known; in wrath remember 





mercy.” May the thousands in America 
who have recently learned the value of 
prayer, as well as those who have long 
known it, join earnestly in supplications 
for a revival among converts in heathen 
lands, and for the salvation of the myr- 
iads of perishing idolators. 
The Sivagunga District. 

The second letter, dated August 24, was 
written just after the writer’s return from 
a third tour in the Sivagunga field. Among 
the incidents of that tour he mentions a 
meeting at the house of a sick catechist, of 
whose happy death he heard a few days later. 
“T saw him,” he says, “seven weeks ago. 
Then, when we had a meeting in his house, 
of his own accord he broke out in the words 
of the chorus of one of our Tamil lyrics: 
‘What day shall I die? What day shall I 
reach Jesus?’ It was affecting to hear him. 
This time, after the communion, he wished 
to speak to me, and after talking a little while 
he called his son, a young man of perhaps 
twenty, and a nephew of like age, and join- 
ing their hands in front of mine and making 
all to touch, he formally delivered them into 
my charge, saying, that first was God’s care, 
and second mine.” In the closing remarks 
of this letter our brother writes: 


In all the Sivagunga region the 
Romish element is strong, and those 
who have joined us, having been edu- 
cated in the ways of the “man of sin,” 
and knowing nothing of heart-religion, 
have done so not from any very intelli- 
gent convictions of duty. Consequently 
the nominal converts to the truth are 
easily tossed to and fro, and being very 
poor, are readily led to a new course, if 
it promises relief to their pressing tem- 
poral wants. But notwithstanding all 
these things, God has, I trust, some 
chosen ones here now, and will bring’ 
others, so that I am willing and happy to 
labor for this people. 








Becent Intelligence. 
Daxotas.—Dr. Williamson states, that 
the number of pupils in Miss Williamson's 
school has been less for the past year than in 
1857, but the progress made by those who have 
attended has been better than usual. The 





United States government, he says, is 
beginning to start schools for the Dakotas; 
but as instruction is to be given only in the 
English language, he fears little will be ac- 
complished. Of other matters he writes: 


My Dakota audience has varied from ten 
to forty—the average rather less than for 
some years past, probably not much over 
twenty. The chiefs who were formerly 
violently op d to schools, since their 
return from Washington declare themselves 
warmly in favor of having their children 
taught; and we may hope, that at no remote 

many of those who now oppose Chris- 
tianity will listen to God’s word. From con- 
versation with individuals, I am inclined to 
think that there is now a considerable num- 
ber who would like to hear of the way of 
salvation, but are kept back by fear of perse- 
cution and having no missionary near them. 

We have rejoiced as we have read and 
heard of the copious showers of divine in- 
fluence atthe East, but we have to mourn 
that here we are as the mountains without 
rain or dew. Last winter and spring, several 
seemed to be inquiring, as almost per- 
suaded, and one old chief of the Sissitonwan. 
who wintered in this neighborhood, died 
giving us some reason to yo that he was 
prepared for a better world; but none of the 
survivors have come forward, publicly to con- 
secrate themselves to the Savior. 





Mr. Riggs wrote (Nov. 27), that he had 
never before seen a time when there appear- 
ed to be so favorable an opportunity for 
missionary operations among the Dakotas. 
The United States Superintendent was 
securing quite an addition to the band of 
“civilized” Indians, There are fifteen 
pupils in the boarding school. Several other 
boys had been offered, “or rather pressed 
upon” the school, but even if the appropria- 
tion for that object permitted, Mr. Riggs 
says, ‘‘ I should think it better not to take 
more until those we have are a little broken 
in to the use of the English language.” 


Micronesia.—A letter has been received 
from Mr. Snow, of Strong’s Island, dated 
March 25, 1858, but there is little intelligence 
of special interest. Grateful mention -is 
made of kind attentions received from 
Captain Wood, of the bark Superior, 
Captain Morrison, of the Daniel Wood, and 
others ; but deep sorrow is also expressed, in 
view of fearful scenes of vice which have 
been witnessed in connection with visits to 
the island by some vessels from the United 
States. Very few of the people seem ready, 
as yet, to receive the truth in the love of it, 
but one man and his wife were giving so 
much evidence of a change of heart, that Mr. 
Snow was hoping to receive them into church 
fellowship at the next communion season. 
Some of the chiefs show that they have 


Recent Intelligence. 
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learned not a little in regard to the require- 
ments of Christianity, yet the heart is op- 
posed to the truth, and it will not be surpris- 
ing if those who first forsake the customs of 
their fathers should meet with serious ceppo- 
sition. “My little English school,” Mr. 
Snow writes, “was started again a few 
months since, and soon increased to twenty 
pupils; but they were quite irregular, and 
after the ships came in I was obliged to give 
it up entirely. I hope soon to start once 
more, and to go on regularly; as the ship- 
ping season is nearly passed.” 


Fun-cuav.—Mr. Hartwell writes, Sept. 30 : 


Our little church is again deeply afflicted. 
Mr. Hung, who was baptized last October, at 
the formation of the church, died Sabbath 
evening, the 26th inst. He was ill but a few 
days, and died apenpantiy very happy ; tho 
from his difficulty in speaking he was unable 
to utter his feelings. Mr. Doolittle was with 
him when he died, and I left him but a short 
time previously. His last words, uttered with 
his hand upraised and his finger pointing to 
heaven, were— Heavenly Father: ” “ Heav- 
enly Hall”—i. e. Heaven. Afterwards he 
was able to indicate answers to questions by 
moving his head, and affirmed, that he ha 
great peace, that he believed in Jesus, and 
that he had no doubts. His death isa t 
loss to our church. He was employed one 
half of the day as a teacher by Mr. Doolittle, 
and the other half asa preacher. He wasa 
literary man and by far the best scholar in 
our church; but we know that God can make 
- death the means of greater good than his 
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Mapvura.—Mr. Capron wrote, Sept. 29: 


The girls’ boarding school, under Mrs. 
Capron’s charge, now numbers forty-six pu- 
pils. Three of this numbers were admitted 
to the church the first Sabbath of the present 
month, being selected out of twelve candi- 
dates, after examination. In April 
last, the first oe ge ee of three 
pupils, left the school. e of these has 
since been married, and one has returned to 
the school as a teacher. Heretofore girls, 
remaining in the school till they were mar- 
ried, have had but one prospect before them 
on leaving. The class of eight, who are to 

duate next April, seem quite interested 
in the plan of becoming teachers in village 
schools. It is to be — that they ma 

ve useful in schools for girls and sm 

and thus inaugurate, on a small scale, 

the Sa of female teachers in this 
land. he day is distant, however, when 
females will take the place in the schools of 
India which they hold in the schools of 
America. 


Mr. Rendall wrote, October 21: “ The 
Lord continues to bless our labors. Mr. 
Herrick writes me that he received two 
persons to the church October 10. I admitted 
3 young man of promise to the church at 
Kelamatur, October 3. He lives in a vil- 
lage one mile distant from Kelamatur, and 
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has a large circle of friends, who are Ro- 
manists. He appears to be a very decided 
Christian, and I trust may be the means of 
leading others to Christ. I have lately re- 
ceived a congregation in a village twelve 
miles north of Madura.” 


AHMEDNUGGUR.—Mr. Ballantine, under 
date October 6, communicates the following 
pleasant intelligence : 


Last Sabbath, six persons were received to 
the church by Harripunt and one by Ram- 
krishnapunt. Of the six received by Harri- 
punt, three are boys in the school for cate- 
chists, all belonging to Mr. Barker’s field. 
One is a girl belonging to Mrs. Ballantine's 
school. She is very young, but exhibits a 
heart full of love to the Savior. Her mother 
is dead and her father is a heathen, but she 
is living here with Christian relatives. The 
other two are elderly women, one the widow 
of a Christian who died last year, and the 
other a sister of a Ley man d.. = 
many years ago, giving triumphant nce 
of being prepared to dwell with Christ in 
heaven. 

The person received by Ramkrishnapunt 
was a Mussulman. He was long in the em- 
ployment of pious English gentlemen, by 
whom he was instructed in the truth, and 
has testimonials from several gentlemen, as 
to the high character for veracity and 
honesty which he has borne for many years. 
He now rejoices that he is a member of the 
Christian church. His life has been threat- 
ened several times, by Mussulmans here, at 
Poona, at Bombay, and at his native city, 
Surat, because he manifested a disposition to 
embrace Christianity; but he declares him- 
od ready to lay down his life for Christ's 
sake. 

Thus God is bringing new members into 
his churches here, and we hope that the day 
may soon come, when these mercy dro 
shall be followed by a plentiful shower. e 
continue our daily prayer meetings, and 
when we read in these meetings the accounts 
contained in the American papers of what 
God is doing there, it quickens the hearts of 
his children here, and they rejoice and give 
thanks for all the — manifested to the 
American churches. e earnestly pray for 
similar displays of God's grace here. A few 
pereone around us have manifested unusual 
nterest in the subject of religion, and there 
are two or three instances in this city where 
wives, who have been taught the truth by 
their husbands, are now urging those reluc- 
tant husbands to come out boldly and em- 
brace Christianity. This is very unusual 
here, and it gives us hope that God is work- 
ing in the hearts of some by his mighty 

it. We pray that we may continue 
instant in prayer, and not let the Savior go 
till he shall grant usa rich blessing, and pour 
out his Spirit upon many. 

NorTHERN ARMENIANS.—Dr. Pratt, writ- 
ing “on sanitary topies” from Marash, 
September 2%, remarks at the close of his 
letter: ‘I can hardly help alluding to our 
visit here nearly five years since, and to the 
great work God has done in that time. On 
the Sabbath, nineteen- were received to 
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church fellowship, making the whole number 
96—all gathered in four years. I saw a sea 
of 600 faces before me; five years ago the 
most was 60. The community now numbers 
900 Protestant souls; then it was less than 
40. What a work to be engaged in!”’ 

Mr. Powers wrote from Antioch, November 
4, that after eight weeks of looking, he had 
succeeded in securing a house into which he 
hoped to remove soon. He had spent a few 
weeks, with his family, at Bitias, and had 
been permitted to see a decided improvement 
in the state of things there. A member of 
the church who had been suspended seemed 
truly penitent, and apparently cordial recon- 
ciliations had been effected between various 
persons, who had been involved in disputes 
and alienations. On the last Sabbath of 
October five persons, three men and two 
women, were received to the church on pro- 
fession, five children were baptized, and the 
Lord’s supper was administered. ‘It was a 
deeply interesting occasion.” 

Again are the missionaries at Constantino- 
ple drinking the cup of sorrow. Mr. Dwight 
writes, December 2: : 


Other letters will inform you, by this 
how severely the —— —_ heey mg 
Our hopes were upon Miss Eliza 
as one peculiarly Rtted, by her great intelli. 
gence, her accomplished education, her social 
and amiable character, her judiciousness and 
decision, and above all her devoted piety, for 
the part she should take in our female board- 
ing school; but the Lord had other thoughts 
concerning her, and concerning us. She was 
suddenly snatched away on Monday last, 
after an illness of only five days, of the scar- 
let fever. Her remains were the first to be 
deposited in the new cemetery. Her parents 
were overwhelmed by the stroke, but they do 
not charge God foolishly. All their other 
children have had this terrible disease in 
turn, but only in the case of Elizabeth, the 
last taken, has it proved fatal. The school 
will be provided for in some way, I doubt not, 
but exactly how, we cannot at present tell. 

Mr. Hamlin’s second daughter Susan, is 
now lying at the very verge of the grave, and 
every day we are expecting her departure. 
She is in a very calm and happy state of 
mind, rejoicing in God her Savior, and look- 
ing forward with joy to the time of her de- 
parture from the body. May sanctify 
these afflictions. 





Home Proceedings. 


EMBARKATION. 


Rev. Wirir1am W. Merriam, of Cam- 
bridgeport, Mass., and Mrs. Susan Meriam, 
of Boston; Rev. Joseph K. Greene, of Lew- 
iston Falls, Me., and Mrs. Elizabeth A. 
Greene, of Lewiston, Me.; Dr. Henry 8. 
West, of Binghamton, N. Y., and Mrs. Lot- 
tie M. West, of Nichols, N. Y., embarked at 
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Boston, January 17, in the Andrew Carney, 
Capt. Prior, for Smyrna, to join the Northern 
Armenian mission. 

Mr. Meriam is a graduate of Harvard Col- 
lege and Andover Theological Seminary, and 
Mr. Greene, of Bowdoin College and Union 
Theological Seminary. Dr. West was edu- 
cated at Yale and the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of New York city. 
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RECEIVED IN DECEMBER. 


MAINE. 
Cumberland co. Aux. So. F. Blake, Tr. 
Gorham, E. P. W. 1 00 


Augusta, South 
b--—~ * J. c. ‘0; 8. B 


so, 6; 
Lincoln co. A Aux. So. Rev. J. W. sere ~ 
Waldoboro’, Cong. ch. and so. 5m 
B. 10; H. H. L. 10; Bev. 
53 BS; 3d. Bb; te anee 850) 59 29 
York co. Conf. of chs. Rev. G. W. Cressey, Tr. 
i: iene G. W. Gee os ws 


Beco.” Ist cong. ch. and so. 61,31 
P. Eastman and wife, 32; * 93 31—108 31 
974 20 


Bucksport, Cong. ch. and so. 
— ey c. 


00 
53 
Ou 
| nocinery Ceniral ch. and v0. 35; 8 6 

T. H. 2; a poor widow, 1; 38 00 
Norway, lst cong. 80. 5 00 
Unknown, 1 00—128 53 


“102 73 
Chacon ees, Oy Amiel og 17 


1,908 90 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
ae ne = oe Tr. 


Hinsdale, Cong. ch. 
Troy, m. ce 13; Rev. T. Town- 


send, 10; 
Grafton éo. Aux. So. x. ¥. Russell, Tr. 
th, Cong. ch. and 


A. Wheat, Tr. 
Manchester, D. nd D. K. Mack, 
Merrimack co. fom 80. G. L, utehins, Tr. 
Boscawen, Cong. ch. 1,18; 
Rev. A. Smith, 5; 
Concord, South cong. ch. and so. 
wh. cons. WILLIAM H. ALLISON 
an H. M. 10u; East par. cong 
ch, 20,44; 


23 00-—95 00 
8 57 
40 00 





VERMONT. 


Atom 0. dn Bade Wilae, Tr. 
eh, and 80. 


Shoreham, Cong. ch 
Caledonia co. Codi of cha B. Jewett, Tr. 
Lyndon, m. ¢. 11 06 
8t. nsbury, South ch. m. c, 55 02-—66 08 
——_ co. — So. E. A. Puller, Tr. 


Prectlin ont ne “go. C. F. Safford, Tr. 
St. Albans, Mrs. H. H. Brainerd, 12;a 


, Cong. ch, and so. 
>» m. c. 21; la. 
miss. asso. 23 ; 
Rutland co. Aux. bo J. Barrett, Tr. 


44 00—50 84 
31 50 
36 00 
do. m. ¢. 26 89 
ye en 
25; . 187 11-281 50 
Windham’ce, Aux. 6. F. Tyler, Tr. 


Guilford, . ch. m. ¢. 
Townshend, do. 
Windsor co. Aux. 80. J. Steele, Tr. 
eater, Three sisters, 


a at 
es st 
Granby, G 5 00 


00 
3 59-—6 59 
3 24 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Barnstable co. Aux. 80. W. Crocker, Tr. 
Wellfleet, Ist cong. ch. 27,42; la. miss. 
80. 10; 37 42 
Berkshire co. Aux. 80. H. G. rm Tr. 
Pittsfield, lst » ch. and 80. 
288,12; m. ¢. ; wh. and 
prev. dona. cons. PHINEHAS 
ALLEN, JASON CLAPP, LEVI 
Gooparicu and Oris BaRKkER, 


. M. 
Williamstown, Williams college, om 


mM. ¢. 
Windsor, Mrs. 8. C. Perry, 50 00-406 
Boston, 8. 8. A. Danforth, Agent, 
Brookfield Asso, W. r. Hyde, Tr. 
Warren, W. M. 
Bevex co. North ag ag J. Caldwell awettbo 3; 
— » let cong. ; 
la. benev. so. 225 
Essex co. South Aux. 80. C. oat mer + yg 
Gloucester ag . ch. & so. 
Hamilton, E. M. K. rt 
Manchester, Ortho. cong. ch. and 
80. m. c. 27 19-——56 19 
Essex co. 
Andover, Rev. Dr. Barrows, 
Old South ch. 19; mee TT95 * 56 35 
Le Central ¥ 47 70 


146 64 
Wayland, Bren. cong. ch. and so. 42 00—188 64 





1859. 


Middlesex co. 
Cambridge, Ist evan. cong. ch. 
m. ¢. 


Charlestown, Ist ch. m. 
East Cambridge, oem < cong. ch. 
m. c. 12,50; a friend, 3 ; 
Lowell, John . cong. ch. m. ¢. 
Newton Centre, Cong. ch. and 80. 
(of be to on WakRkEN E.tis 
an H. M. 
ry Old South ch. 50,93; a 
y, 95 
Woburn, by C. Richardson, 2 00O—440 20 
Norfolk co. Aux. So. Rev. W. L. Ropes, Tr. 
East Medway, Ist ch. and cong. 6 61 
Rox Eliot ch, and so. 200; 
m. ¢. 29 ; Vine st. ch. 200; m. 
9,54; 417 83 


c. ; 
West Medway, Avails of a ring, 100. 
West Roxbury, South evan. ch. 
and so. m. c. 17 76 
. ch. 60 00—503 20 
Old Colony Aux. So, H. all, Tr. 
North Middleboro’, Cong. ch. and so, 14 85 
Palestine 


ss 88, 
8 ss a8 


Miss. 80. E. Alden, Tr. 
North ‘Bridgewater, Miss LE 200 
nd, Cong. ch. m. c. 11 00—~13 00 
ak 80. J. Robbins, Tr. 
arshfield, tt cong. ch. and so. 
m. c. M4 
Plymouth, 2d ch. 
Taunton and vic 


Attleboro’, Cong. ch. 16; la. miss. 
30 ; 46 


Westminster, Cong. ch. and so 
Worcester co. Central Asso. W. 
Hooper, Tr 
Boylston, 
Clinton, Ist evan. ch. 
Princeton, Gent. 25,64; la. 42,23 ; 
m. c, 21; 
Worcester, Centre ch. 
me (of wh. to cons. 
1LL1aM C. THOMPSON 
an H. M. 100; fr. Alex- 
ander H. Wilder to cons, 
Mrs. Martna 8. Bur- 
NELL of Madura, an H. 
M. 100 ;) 597,50; la. (of 
wh, to cons. Mrs. SaRaH 
Avery an H. M. 100;) 
1,105 21 


2,487 45 
1,814 98—672 52 
482 76 

54 31 
4,987 07 


Ded. prev. ack. 


Chelsea, Broadway cong. ch. m. c. 35,81 ; 
Winnisimmit ch. m. ¢- 18,50; ’ 


oa. .—Greenfield, Jesse Smead, 10 00 
ilibury, Miss Hannah L. Good: 
by Lyman Goodell, Ex’r, 400 00—410 00 
4,647 07 


CONNESOCTIOUT. 

Pairfield co. East my sone 

Danbury, |st cong. 

Hunti Cong. ch. nt. 27,14 

un in stne? ge ’ "38 00 

nomena . ch. 
Fairfield co. West Aux. 80. C. M. 

Darien, Cong. ch. and so. 

Greenfield, do. 
Greensfarms, do. 


i 00—390 84 
Tr. 
= 





miss. 

North Greenwich, La. miss. asso. 
wh. cons, Rev. P. B. Heroy of 
Bedford, N. Y. an H. M. 

ay lst cong. ch. wh. and 

ona. cons. Russet B. 
Kenic and JoHN Kee.er H. 


184 +4 
south go Cong. ch. 20 00 
Stamford, Pres. ch, 117 85 
Wilton, ‘Cong. ch. and so. wh. 
cons. Rev. CHARLES B. Baul an 
H. M. 120 00-1,042 45 
Hartford co. Aux. So. A. G. Hammond, Tr. 
Bristol, Gent. 39; la. 4 4,085 68 
Hartford, North cong. ch, 
Manchester Ist do. 
New Britain, South 
231,75; m. ¢. 3,80; 
Plainville, 2d cong. ch. 
Windsor, Ist 


Glastenbury, Gent. 258,38 ; 
110,71; m. ¢. 122,75; 
Portland, Gent. 57; la. 29; 
Westfield, Gent. ‘and la. 31,50; 
m. ¢. Li, : 
Wethersfield, ‘ist cong.ch and so. 192 60—813 91 
Litchfield co. Aux. 80. G. C. Woodruff, Tr. 
Salisbury, Cong. ch. and 20, 74 00 
Watertown, do. wh. cons, HENRY 
J. PRUDDEN an H. M. 185 00—259 00 
Middlesex Asso. E. Southworth, Tr. 
Chester, Ch. and so. 51,17; m. “. 


63,83 ; 
Higganum, Daniel Brainerd, 5€0; 
. ch and so wh. cons. Rev. 
Samus Noyes an H. M, 50; m. 
ce 47: la. yo so. 11; 
Killingworth, 17,10; la. 
30 m. c. o> 26; to cons. 
Jourus Burt an H. M 78 41-801 41 
New Haven City Aux. tay ¥.T. Jarman, Tr. 
New Haven, Mrs. Abby Salisbury, 150 ; 
Mrs. G. 75e.; Centre ch. (of wh. to 
- Rev. Davip KNOWLES an H. M. 
50 ;) 494,95 ; North ch. 350 ; Chapel 4 
ch. 287,55 ; oon st. ch. 159,81 ; 
ch. m. 77,98 Bod Bagg ty 
union m. c. 10,15; Rev. 8.8 A. 10; 1,548 31 


New Haven co. he Aux. 80. F. T. Jarman, Tr. 
Branford, Co: 


ch 55 10 

Cheshire, M. “nH. = 31,81; le. 00 
adison, Cong. sew. 

—— , 68 21 


North Haven, 6 00—134 31 
New Haven co. West Conso. A. Townsend, Tr. 
Ox 21 00 


59 27 
Waterbury, Is 146 25 
Woodbridge, oun, 47; la. 3; m. 
c. 25; 122 00—348 52 


— a and vic. and Norwich and vic. 
Perkins and C. Butler, Trs. 
mt Fitehville, 52 
Griswold, Mrs. A. W. 
Lebanon, Exeter so. m. ¢. 
Norwich, 2d so. la. asso. a friend, 
50; Broadway ch. m. c. 4,50 ; la. 


84,40 ; 
Stonington, Ist cong. ch. ey 30 23—243 21 
Tolland co. Aux. So. E. B. Preston, Tr. 
Columbia, Gent. 31,50; in a1.407 79 00 
118 41—197 41 
Windham eo. Aux. 80. J. B. Ga 
—_ ~y. 42,18 ; la. 


Canterbury, Gong 
tary, Cong. i. chia, 
Thou Gent. 64,94; la. 70,44 ; 
m. ¢. 10,71; 146 09 
Voluntown and Sterling, La. miss. 
asso. 


, Tr. 
313; 
99 26 





62 

E. 100 00 

A 10 00-110 00 
7,060 88 


L. 
new year’s thank off’g, 


ies.—East Hartford, Mrs. H. 
Bigelow, int. 30 00 

New London, Ebenezer Learned, 

by Ebenezer & William L. Lear- 
ned, Ex’rs, 1,000 00 1,080 08 00 


8,090 58 58 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Little Compton, 8. B. 


75 
Provldsson 8. A few Leena 16 75 
5 vwo—22 50 


NEW YORE. 


Buffalo and vic. Aux. 80. J. Crocker, Agent. 
Buffalo, Westininster ch. 6; H. 


70 00 
118 24—188 24 


0; indiv. ‘9,31; 
Holley, Pres. ch. 17; Mre. H. N. 

B. i0; Mrs. 8. P. L 10; 
Oswego, Ist pres. ch. m. c. 91 45 
Peon Yan, C. C. Shepard, to cons. 

Rev. Witttam W. Taylor an 


50 00 
Watkins, Pres. ch. 14 07—2914 86 
Greene co. Aux. So. J. Doane, Agent. 
Monro cs iy Ely, Age 27 00 
louroe co. a . by E. > nt. 
Bergen, Cong 20 06 
Mount Morrie, viet pres. ch. 6; 
Mrs. E. M. H. 10; 16 00 
Rochester, Plymouth eburch, 100; 
Mew York und Brooklye Aux. 80. A. Merwin, Tr. 
ork and B 0 Aux. A.M Tr. 
(Of wh. from W. BE. Dodge, 200 ; Lucius 
Hopkins, 2&0; Ambrose K. Ely, 200; 
Rev. William Belden, wh. and prev. 
dona. cons. Mrs. ABIGAIL BRELDEN an 
H. M. Su; Broadway Tab. 113 ; Brook- 
lyn, Church of the Pilgrims, "987,50 ; 
8. B. Chittenden, 250; C. W. Moore, 
100; R. P. Breck, 100 ;) 2,034 13 
ew om . D. * H Little, Tr. 
Cherry Vali rs. and fam, 
0; “a tithe of the Lord’s in. 
crease,” 10; 
Cooperstown and vic. Fem. miss. so. 13 21—-53 21 
8t. Lawrence co. Aux. So. Rev. L. W. Chaney, Tr. 
Stockholm, ** Off-ring for alsstone,* wu v0 
and vic. Aux. So. & Mead, Tr. 
Syracuse, ist pres. ch. 


Anew, Rev. J. H. Pettingell, which 
dona. cons. wisa C. 
Totten an H. M. 
aot —— 


Baiting Halo, ae ch. 
vil 
Bath, 2d pres. ch. 
Bethel, Kev. L. B 
Bivek Creek, Rev. 8 Johnson, to sup. 
a boy in Fuh chau, 
Brasher Falls, L. H. 7; “ a tenth for 


Dansville, Mrs. E. ~ 
Farmington, E. -% 

Homer, Aiea 
Hunter’s Point, A few friends, 


VeSSeSSoSSSlesr BF ~euwnwBas 
SISerfssesseses FS scuccss 


2 


mee Sg Ist pres. ch. 
Smith, 10; pres. ch. m. c. nee 

Sand Lake, Pres. ch. 

Smithtown, Two ae 

Southampton, 

Upper pw Ey Cons: ch. and 80, 

Upper Jey, M. _" J. M. 

a 

Wellsville, Rev. 8. 8. 

West Chester, Mrs. G. M. Wilkins, 
25; Mrs. R. J. Trumbull, 10; 


& LS wo 
? SSsSFSF2 SUSSES sarsse 


él 8 
a 


Bergen, Ist pres. ch. 

Berkshire, Pres. ch 

Boonton, do. 

Bridgeton, L. te C. Elmer, 

Chatham, A friend 

Elizabethtown, Mrs. H. RB. N. 

One: J. Ay d, 30; ist pres. ch. 
ae ch. 

ch. 125; 
7 


e28SSa% 


8 
2 





jen Pree. cn 
Westfield, R. RB. J. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Samuel Work, Tr. 

Philadelphia, Calvary ch. Benja. 
Fredick, 100; Jobn A. Brown, 
100; Union m. c. at Clinton st. 
ch 60,28; E. RB. A. 50; 

West Chester, Mrs. McDonald, 

71 Pres. ch. wh. cons. Taos. 
—-= . D., an H. M. I 

Girard, ch. 

Gaiitereok Mrs. RB. R. 

Montrose, Pres. ch. 70; m. ¢. 30; 


Frse S3sS== 


o8s8 


DELAW ARE. 
N. 


OxIO. 


By T. P. Handy, 
Atwater, Cong. 
Brownhelmn, A 
Cleveland, La. miss. 80. 
ws yahoga. Falls, 4 cong. ch. 
Euclid, Ist pres. 
Talmadge, G. Woicott, wh. _ 


rev. dona. cons. him an H. M 


ae SSL.8 
e283 sxse2 


Tru Hayes, 
Windham. I Noamen ch. 18; 8.8.10; 28 00—408 38 
By G. L. Weed, Tr. 
Cincinnati, lst ortho. ch. to =— 
Lewis C. Horxins an H. M 





Keeseville, Cong. ch. m. c. 





3 — 
a eee a ee 


Chardon, 

Cleveland, 2d pres. ch. 5; T. 8. 
Beck with, 25; 

Conneaught, 

Fowler, 

Geneva. Cong. ch. 

Greenwich, 

Hambden, 

Hartford, 


Oberlin, 

Orwell, 2,85; C. A. B. Pratt, and 
mother, 10; 

Painesville, Bal. 


, 
Ruggles, 
Richfield, 
Twinsburg, 17,40; m. c. 12,90 ; 


Ashland, M. E. Jennings, 

D: fiance, Ist pres. ch. 

Elyria, Pres. ch. 

Farmington, Rev. W. F. M. 

Ironton, Ist pres. ch. m. c. 

Logan, E. T. BR. 

ay * rea Cong. 9,50; Mrs. C. 8. 
G, 10; 

Sheffield, Cong. ch. ~ 


1 
.—Kinsman, Elnathan Galpin, by 


D. Galpin, Ex’r, 


By Rev. O. P. Hoyt. 
Elkland 


ILLINOIS. 
Rev. C. Clark. 


Donations. 


a) 


SatH=-FS oe BaSSFwoenwiaSS evwnasa 
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BS ros 
=8 sees s 
g 
2 


~ 
aco U°8 


44 


105 
50 00 


1,155 05 
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2 


: 
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Rockford, Teachers and pupils in Fem. 


sem. for ed. in Nestorian m. 

Ca , Rev. Dr. B. 
Ch 
H. Hazevton an H. M. 1 
do. (of wh. fr. William H. 


go, Ist pres. ch. wh. cons. G. 
00 ; 2d 


Brown, 
to cons. HinamM F. Mater of Chi- 
cago, and JoHN H. HARDENBURGH 


Onemriie H. M. =e Fy 
iggsville, ist cong. ch. m. c. 
Lamoille, Cong. eh. 
Waukegan, N. Norton, 


MICHIGAN. 
By Rev. O. P. Hoyt. 


Allega . ch. 
Coldwater, 


500 
50 
2 
10 LO—565 00 
605 


PSSeSEISSE 





Jonesville, L. B. V. 
Monroe, ch. 
Raisin, ist cong. ch. 


$88 
& 
& 


A888 


WISCONSIN. 
By Rev. C. Clark. 
Allen’s Grove, Cong. ch. 
K do. 


ch. 
Summit, EB. J. M. 
Allen’s Greve, J. A. A. 
Beloit, 2d cong. ch. m. c¢. 74,96; 8. 


T. M. 20; 
Fulton, Rev. BR. Sewall and fam. 
Milwaukie, Pl th cong. ch. 
O-enomowoe, oon 20. m. c. 


& SF2a3 
_— 
= 
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~ 
e252 avitfa 


sue 
|3 
Ps 
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MISSOURI. 
Timme, Miss. so. of Missouri college, 5 25 
St. Louis, Mre. Mclotire, avails of 
canary birds, 5 00---10 25 
KENTUCKY. 
Covington, Rev. I. M. Preston, 
TENNESSEE. 
Elkton, Rev. W. 8. Tarbet, 


OREGON TERRITORY. 
Salem, Cong. ch. 29 75 


IN FOREIGN LANDS AND MISSIONARY 
STATIONS. 


Eaton, C. E. m. ¢. 

Good Land, Choe. na. call. 

Oroomiah, Persia, Members of Nestorian 
mise, a thank of” 


, 
Shipton, Can. A. M. 5; Mrs. C. B.C. 4; 
K. P. 2; J. L. G. 1,50; N. W. W. 1; 


22 00 
40 00 


pres. ° 
St. Stephens, N. B, Milltown cong. ch. & so, 


MISSION SCHOOL ENTERPRISE. 
(See details in Journal of Missions.) 

Maing, ite Ae LAR Je pete 

New HaMPsHing, . . . 

Venmontr,. . . 

MassaCHUSETTs, ° 

ConnegcrTicut, 

New Yorx, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 

Viscinia, . 

OnIo, ° 

INDIANA, . 

MICHIGAN, 

Iowa, . 

CALIFORNIA, 


Donations received in December, 
Legacies, 


S&S August ist to 





Proposal for reliewing the Treasury. 
THANK-OFFERINGS. 
GENERAL STATEMENT. 


Ir was stated in December that, encouraged by judicious and respected friends, 
the Prudential Committee had decided to open a fund for thank-offerings—contrib- 
uted by converts and their grateful friends—to supply the deficiency of last year. 
So serious and extensive were the pecuniary embarrassments of the whole country, 
that at the close of the financial year, it was felt that there was occasion for con- 
gratulation rather than despondency, when it was found that the debt of the Board 
was only about $40,000. And were there no expansion of the missions, and no 
opening of new fields, such a debt would be far less embarrassing. The simple 
truth is, however, thet there is a call for increased appropriations from year to year. 

The question arises, therefore, cannot the last year’s deficiency be met by Y 
donations, while the regular contributions of the churches shal! be so enlarged as 
fully to meet the expenses of the present year? Suggestions of this kind, gen- 
erally with reference to -thank-offerings for the rich spiritual blessings received of 
late, have come from different sources; in many instances such offerings from young 
converts, or from churches in behalf of young converts, amounting to at least one 
dollar for each person, have been forwarded, in the hope that others would follow 
the example. It is known, moreover, that efforts are being made in other places to 
add to this fund. In Hampden County, Massachusetts, where the plan had its 
origin, there is a genera] disposition to participate therein. 


NEW PHASE OF THE MOVEMENT. 


A letter has been received from a friend of missions, which shows that the inter- 
est felt in this question, is taking a wider range: 

“ At family worship, a few evenings since, I spoke to my family of your new 
fund. We all felt a desire to share in the thank-offering. Although we have not 
much of this world’s goods, being still indebted for our home, and no member of the 
family has been converted the past year, yet some of our relatives have been con- 


verted ; and, as a family, we have enjoyed many mercies, temporal and spiritual. 
We have all been permitted to live on another year. Sickness has, indeed, visited 
us; but in this respect, we have not been severely afflicted. We all feel it a pleas- 
ure to make a Vew Year's family thank-offering. For this purpose the children are 
willing to forego their usual holiday presents ; and, although our offering is small, 
it is much more than we have ever felt able to spend in holiday gifts ; and it is large 
enough to make us ‘feel it.’ Still we rejoice in the privilege, and would rejoice to 
have every Christian family unite with us in efforts, according to its ability, to free 
the treasury of the Board its embarrassment, and to furnish the means of giv- 
ing to the benighted heathen the gospel of Christ. There are now eight members 
of the family ; and inclosed you will find eight dollars for the Thank-offering Fund, 
from a thankful household. This is in addition to our yearly donation to the Board ; 
and when I think how easily and cheerfully the gift was made, I cannot forbear the 
thought, ‘How easy for Christian families, if they would all join in the offering, 
even in these hard times, to replenish the Treasury of the Lord!’” 


RECEIVED. 


MAINE.—Buxton Centre, Rev. G. W. Cres- Thompson’s church, young people, 151 ; 
avy, 5 00 Champion, P. F. H. - be 0. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE.—Orford, E. & H. A. Warren, 5; Potedam, 8. L. W. 15; Sand 
M. 4; South New Market, three indiv. Lake, a young convert, 3ic. ; 1 
3; Troy, indiv. 3 ; 10 00 | PENNSYLVANIA.—Pittsburgh, 3d pres. 
VERMONT.—Fairhaven, Rev. Dr. Hooker, chureh, young men’s prayer meeting, a 
a wedding fee, 20; Guildhall, H.C. 1; Christmas offg, 
L. C. 1; 5. K. 15 23 00 | OHIO.—Dayton, 3d st. pres. ch. young con- 
MASSACH USETTS.—Boston, A fem. mem. verts, 
of Fulltios ch 12 Dray 3d my INDIANA.—A thank off'g, 
25. Dorchester, James Clap, 50; ILLINOIS.—Chicago, 2d pres. ch. 
Douglas, people, 23,50; avails of . 
gold’ pencil, Ses.) Honiton, joung eon MICHIGAN.—Romes, L. 8. 
verts and others in 8, 8. 36; So. Deerfield, WISCONSIN.—Fond du Lac, A friend, 
® friend, 2; Albion, 5 ; 154.10 | TEXAS.—San Antonio, Unknown, 
CONNECTICUT. — Abington, thirty-two 
- egansmpades ; Newtown, cong. ch. 


’ 
ME base) bute, Reve Mr. 


34 50 | Previously acknowledged, 
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